Read,
Mark,
Lent

Reading The Gospel of Mark
in the 40 Days of Lent
From March 1st, Ash Wednesday, to Easter, April 16, 2017
Diocese of Saskatchewan
My Dear Sisters and Brothers,

I spent the summer of 1981 in British Columbia working with the Naval Reserves.  I took a copy of the New Testament with me and read the Gospel according to St. Mark.  I recall reading about what Jesus taught and did, while I was sitting on a rock overlooking the harbour and being amazed, confused, challenged and excited by him.  

I am inviting you and everyone in the Diocese of Saskatchewan to read through the Gospel according to Saint Mark with me this Lent.  For some of you this may be a new experience.  You may find it particularly helpful to read through the Gospel in one sitting, to listen to it on one of the several audio recordings available, or to watch a video portrayal but our common focus this Lent will be reading a portion of the Gospel together every day for forty days.  Bookmarks and booklets are available to assist you in following the easy reading plan and these will be handed out today.  Lent begins on March 1st, Ash Wednesday, and ends of Easter Eve, April 15th.  

We have several copies available of a very accessible commentary on the Gospel according to St. Mark by Bishop N.T. Wright.  You can order or purchase these through the Synod Office for only ten dollars. We will also be holding a Diocesan Prayer Conference on March 31st and April 1st and there are Registration brochures available.

The call to “Read Mark Lent” is an invitation to hear and see Jesus this Lent but also to find yourself in the story, to see and hear your own story within the story of Jesus Christ.  

Our theme recalls the words of the Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent where we pray that we might “read, mark, learn and inwardly digest” the Scriptures so that we may have hope.  I am asking you to Read Mark Lent so that together we might abound in hope and be renewed in the love of Jesus.

I invite you to the observance of a holy Lent by reading and meditation upon God’s holy Word.

In Christ

+Michael

Bishop of Saskatchewan

The Gospel of Mark in the 40 Days of Lent- 2017
Each section has an introduction written by clergy. They cover the readings for the days to follow.
The Gospel of Mark begins with John the Baptist preparing for and baptising Jesus. Mark uses a favourite word, “immediately,” as if he can’t get to Jesus’ ministry fast enough. He immediately calls disciples, immediately goes into a synagogue and casts out demons, and immediately heals Peter’s mother-in-law. And immediately people begin to question his identity. 

St. Mark's Gospel seems to be full of "secrets," and Jesus often appears to want to conceal His true identity as the Christ. It makes sense: if Jesus were to reveal too much about Himself too soon He would be left to reside in "desolate places," only so He could get peace of mind. If He shared too much about Himself, He could no longer enter into towns openly, but He would have to hide away in the wilderness to get away from all the noise. So we find that Jesus continues to tell people to be silent about His identity. Jesus openly proclaims that, "the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." Yet Jesus does not want everyone to immediately recognize who He is. One might ask, why? The reason is, because everybody needs Him. Every miserable sinner, every single sick and suffering individual, every person He encounters along the way needs Him. And quite frankly, Jesus is engaged in quite exhausting work. But He has come for everyone, and He calls, disciplines, purifies, heals and forgives. He comes not for the sake of those who are well, but for those who are sick and in need of Him. Jesus Christ has come not for the righteous, but for the sinner who is open to being transformed by the Gospel. St. Mark's gospel may contain "secrets," but it is a message which can no longer be contained.   
Ash Wednesday
March 1st
Mark 1:1-13

Thursday March 2


Mark 1:14-34

Friday      March 3


Mark 1:35-45

Saturday  March 4           

Mark 2:1-17
March 5     First Sunday in Lent
 Jesus’ ministry in Mark’s Gospel began with him saying, “The Kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news.” Our readings this week in Lent are a continuation of this message. It is a Kingdom that reveals the supernatural power, mercy, and love of God in the person of Jesus Christ. His teaching and authority are challenged by the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, the Pharisees. When Jesus responds to their questions truthfully and wisely the Pharisees are quick to condemn him and plot with others to have Jesus killed. 
 Jesus’ ministry involves large crowds being drawn towards him to be healed of their diseases, or delivered from evil spirits. We then read about Jesus choosing his 12 apostles, and shares his authority with them.

 Beginning with the Parable of the Sower, Jesus speaks to us in parables to teach us many hidden truths concerning God’s Kingdom here on earth, where even the smallest amount of faith has the opportunity to grow and mature.  The good news concerning God’s kingdom, must be sown, spoken, and received into the hearts of all people so that God’s kingdom will multiply abundantly. However, it is a kingdom that will not be free from life’s challenges, challenges to God’s word, or even Jesus’ own teaching and authority being questioned by others. 
Jesus calms a storm by three simple words: “Quiet! Be Still!” That leads his followers to ask, “Who then is this?” The sharing of God’s word, the gospel message, and trusting in Jesus Christ, must always be at the centre of God’s kingdom here on earth.
Monday

March 6


Mark 2:18-28

Tuesday

March 7


Mark 3:1-19

Wednesday
March 8


Mark 3:20-34

Thursday
March 9


Mark 4:1-20

Friday

March 10

Mark 4:21-41

Saturday

March 11

Mark 5:1-20
      March 12 Second Sunday in Lent
Faith or a Sign?
 The events of the next three chapters focus on how people respond to Jesus. There are basically two options: they either respond in faith, or they continue to demand signs. And, as is so often the case with the Jesus way, the responses are the reverse of what you might expect: it is the insiders who demand signs, while the outsiders put their faith in who Jesus says he is. 
If you’ve spent much time in the gospels it won’t be surprising that the Pharisees and Scribes and the other religious elites fail to see Jesus for who he is. But what might be surprising, is that his own disciples fail, too. It is the outsiders, however, the bleeding woman, the Syro-phoenician woman, the blind and the sick who respond in faith. They would have been considered outside the blessing of God. What Jesus is at pains to show in this section is that it is not the surface that matters, but rather the heart.  
And that is the crux of the miracles themselves. What one does is an expression of what is on the inside. In other words, these miracles that Jesus is doing do not need any further proof that they are from God. Jesus makes it clear near the end of this section that no sign will be given. 
What we are to recognize is that these are things that only God himself can do. And so a decision must be made: Will we, like the Pharisees and even the disciples, continue to demand more and more evidence? Or will we, like the outsiders, respond in faith? 
Monday 

March 13


Mark 5:21-43

Tuesday

March 14


Mark 6:1-29
Wednesday
March 15


Mark 6:30-56

Thursday
March 16


Mark 7:1-23

Friday

March 17


Mark 7:24-36

Saturday

March 18


Mark 8:1-21
     March 19 Third Sunday in Lent
This week we reach the midway point of our Lenten journey through Mark’s Gospel. ‘It is good that we are here’ (9:5).
 We begin and end with a story of Jesus healing blindness: the blind man at Bethsaida (8:22-26) and blind Bartimaeus at Jericho (10:46-52). Mark uses both to highlight the spiritual blindness of the disciples. We must see Jesus for who He really is to follow Him along the Way. 
 So who do you say that He is? A great teacher and moral example?  This is, at best, a blurry image of Jesus. Those who view Him in this way are like the half-healed blind man who sees people as trees (8:24). Mark wants us to see ‘everything clearly’ (8:25).
 Peter perceives correctly that Jesus is ‘the Messiah’ (8:29) – the One anointed by God to rescue Israel from its enemies. But Jesus will not accomplish this in the mighty way that everyone expected. He will do so through His suffering and death, which He foretells on three separate occasions. 
 We will also hear Jesus referred to as the ‘Son of Man’ several times. This mysterious-sounding title simply means ‘human being,’ but for Mark, it echoes the Book of Daniel, where after suffering at the hands of Israel’s enemies, ‘one like a son of man’ is given ‘glory and a kingdom’ by God in heaven (Dan. 7:1-14). 
 As we read this week, may we catch a glimpse of this glory, that being strengthened by His grace to take up our cross and follow Him, we may be transformed into His likeness.
Monday

March 20 

Mark 8:22-9:1

Tuesday

March 21

Mark 9:2-12

Wednesday
March 22

Mark 9:13-32

Thursday
March 23

Mark 9:33-50

Friday

March 24

Mark 10:1-31

Saturday

March 25

Mark 10:32-52
     March 26 Fourth Sunday in Lent
 These chapters lead directly to our Lord's Passion, starting with His triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  Throughout His earthly ministry we have seen Christ’s identity expressed, but also withheld. He has divine authority, but He sometimes withdraws or conceals it—‘see that you tell no one’ (Mark 1:11).   

 Chapters 11 to 13 bring Jesus’ identity into the full public view.  Everything now, the city crowds, the temple money changers, a fruitless fig tree, the scribes and Pharisees, and questions ranging from taxes to the end times, all point to His authority over all: ‘heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.’  His identity as Lord begins to be fully disclosed.

 That disclosure will only finally be fulfilled in the aweful events of His Passion, but as the preparation for that hour, these chapters direct us to take account of our own condition, our own readiness in the face of the Lord’s final appearing: how well do we make His claims on our allegiance the focus of our lives and prayers?  
 Are we prepared to put our last spiritual mite into our faith in His good purpose for us?  Do we wait with hope upon the proclamation of His kingdom, no matter how strange it may first sound to us? Have we learned to look to Him, and not another? 
 All our attention, all our longing, all our cares and anxieties, must direct themselves upon Him, and the thing He is about to accomplish in His love for us. And so, the passage ends, “what I say you, I say to all: Watch!”

Monday

March 27


Mark 11:1-19

Tuesday

March 28


Mark 11:20-33

Wednesday
March 29


Mark 12:1-27

Thursday
March 30


Mark 12:28-43
Friday

March 31


Mark 13:1-23

Saturday 
April 1



Mark 13:24-37
     April 2    Fifth Sunday in Lent
 Mark has been rushing the story to get to this point. Here the passion narrative begins and the pace slows highlighting the importance of the events that follow.
 The passion week takes up almost a third of Mark’s gospel.  In Mark 14:1-15:15 the events pivot around the theme of brokenness. The religious establishment is broken and has turned its back on Jesus; the apostles fail to keep their word; Peter denies Jesus three times; and Judas betrays Jesus with a sign of friendship. The disciples cannot even stay awake at this critical juncture.
 Mark wants his readers to know about failure and feel brokenness.  This focus on brokenness is magnified if we understand that the Gospel of Mark is based on Peter’s recollection of Jesus’ life and ministry.
 Mark opens the passion events with brokenness by recounting a woman breaking an alabaster jar and anointing Jesus with the expensive perfume it contained, perfume worth one year’s wages. As the exotic fragrance of the Himalayas fills the room, onlookers sneer, “What a waste.” Yet, this act of beauty, this ‘waste,’ is remembered wherever the good news is proclaimed.    Then Jesus takes the product of crushed grain, bread, and trampled grapes, wine, and identifies them as his body and the new covenant.
 After Peter’s third denial, he recalls Jesus saying, “Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.” Confronted by his failure, Peter breaks down and cries. In this brokenness Peter gets a scent of love stronger than betrayal, denial, and even death.

Monday

April 3


Mark 14:1-11

Tuesday

April 4


Mark 14:12-26

Wednesday
April 5


Mark 14:27-42

Thursday
April 6


Mark 14:43-65

Friday

April 7


Mark 14:66-72

Saturday 
April 8 


Mark 15:1-15
April 9   Palm Sunday
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday of Holy Week:
 This passage brings us from the conclusion of the trial before Pilate to Jesus’ death.  Can we picture these events in our mind’s eye and so try to place ourselves there seeing Jesus the King?

 See the humiliation of our Lord, the false homage, the beating and spitting. Imagine the jeering, the laughter, the swearing, the cursing.  There the purple robe and the crown of thorns intended as a joke, yet the One on who they are placed truly is a King, and in this hour revealed as not just any king but the King of all creation.

 Imagine that procession to Golgotha, perhaps a joyful one for Jesus’ enemies as they press Him on to the cross, but mournful for us.  Yet it is a Royal Procession as Jesus takes His throne.  Weakened by the floggings, Jesus is unable to carry His cross beam, so Simon of Cyrene is pressed into service.
  As we see Jesus in His weakened state brought to Golgotha, offered the wine mixed with myrrh as a painkiller, the myrrh reminds us of the joyful time of Jesus’ birth.  Yet He was born for this, born to die.  We hear His words:  “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.” (Mark 8:34)  Must we be forced to carry the cross?

 This notice of the charge against Jesus was nailed to the cross, a charge of sedition.  The charge is true – Jesus does claim and indeed is a King.  

 But see how His subjects treat Him, apart from His followers.  The rest of His subjects from the least to the greatest in Jewish society jeer Him.  From ‘blatant sinners’ to ‘everyman’ to the ‘righteous,’ all are in rebellion against God.  Where am I in that crowd?  Do I honour King Jesus?

Monday 

April 10


Mark 15:16-20
Tuesday

April 11


Mark 15:21-24
Wednesday
April 12


Mark 15:25-32
Maundy Thursday   April 13 
Mark 15:33-41

 In the death of Jesus, the gospel reaches its dreadful and marvellous climax.   In a sense his death is the death of hope; the hopes of all his followers who understood Jesus to be the Messiah of God, but could not recognize the suffering servant of Isaiah.

 In the death of Jesus, evil appears to have won, but the victory is false! In Jesus’ death he has won the ultimate victory over evil and vanquished death itself. Jesus has made his one oblation of himself, once offered, a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world.
 Mark intends for us to respond to this gift with faith, echoing the words of the centurion, “Truly, this man was God’s Son.”
Good Friday       April 14 
Mark 15: 42-47
 It is wonderfully appropriate that Joseph prepared Jesus’ body for burial on the “Day of Preparation” for the Sabbath.  What is the Sabbath but a day of rest for both body and soul.  The Sabbath is the day when we cease from our work and, in the case of Jesus, he rests from His work which is the work of our salvation.
  St. John records Jesus last words from the Cross: “It is finished”. (John 19:30)  We may recall that, upon His completion of creation “God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31)  Now with Jesus atoning sacrifice upon the Cross, a New Creation has been accomplished and behold, it is very good.
Holy Saturday     April 15      Mark 16:1-20

 Mark’s last chapter poses two final questions: what happened to Jesus’ dead body, and what happened to the end of the written gospel?
 Having read this far, we know the answer to the first question: he is risen from the dead! The women who come to the tomb on the first day of the week (Sunday) are not left wondering long; an angel tells them exactly what’s going on. No secret here! It’s Easter!

 But the abrupt ending, “…they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid,” has led many to consider that the original ending of Mark’s Gospel is lost. Or would Mark have ended his Gospel like this? 
 In any case, someone in the early church felt strongly that it needed a “better” ending, and so verses 9-20 (or a version of them, none of them in the earliest manuscripts we have) were written later. And we get a sense of the immediacy of the faith of the church. The risen Lord Jesus reigns!
April 16 Easter Day 
The introductions to each section of the Gospel of Mark were written by the following clergy of the Diocese of Saskatchewan:
Jeremy Boehr, Nipawin/Arborfield

Wendell Brock, Meadow Lake/Loon Lake

Mike Chase, Christopher Lake/Leask/Shellbrook

Chris Dow, Birch Hills/Muskoday/Kinistino

Gethin Edward, Melfort/Tisdale/Hudson Bay

Norbert Haukenfrers, St. David’s Prince Albert

Andrew Hoskin, St. Alban’s Cathedral Prince Albert

Susan Salo, St. George’s Prince Albert/St. Louis/   MacDowall

Don Skinner, Turtleford/Livelong

Kim Salo, Canon Missioner, Editor

