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Advent I Sermon          
Romans 13:8-14  Ps. 85:4-7   Matthew 21:1-13

 Welcome to the season of Advent. This is a season of personal preparation and Holy expectation for the coming of the Lord. Our gospel reading, from Matthew chapter 21, is all about preparing for Jesus coming to the city and the Temple in Jerusalem. By looking at this gospel, especially the part about Jesus cleansing the Temple of the animals and moneychangers, we will try and hear how this may be a word for the church in Advent.
 If you’ve been to a big rodeo, or a big powwow, or a big football or hockey game, you have an idea of what the Temple in Jerusalem was like on that day. Just think about any big crowd you have been in.
 There were so many people in the Temple, you could barely move. There were herdsmen driving bawling cows. There were goats and lambs and sheep everywhere.  Poor people who couldn’t afford expensive cows or lambs for sacrifices were bargaining for pigeons and doves. Every second stall was a money exchange, because for the Temple you had to have the right coins. What a racket, in every sense of the word!
 When Jesus came to the Temple and walked into this mess, he got mad. Really angry.
 According to John chapter 2, “He made a whip out of cords, and drove them all, with their sheep and oxen, out of the Temple, poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables, and told the pigeon vendors to take away their cages.” He said, “Do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”
 Why did Jesus start a stampede? Why was he so mad?

 Jesus was angry because all these animals and money exchangers were in a place reserved for worship. In God’s Temple! 
 And they were taking over not just any part of the Temple, but the part of it set aside particularly for non-Jews, the Gentiles. 

 Let me explain about the Temple and what was around it. 
 On Mount Zion, the hill that Jerusalem was built on, the Temple complex covered a huge area, larger than several football fields. At one end was the Temple itself.  
 The Temple building wasn’t all that big, maybe 30 feet by 60 feet. Inside the Temple were a number of rooms, including the most important room of all, the Holy of Holies, into which only the high priest went once a year on the Day of Atonement. 
 Outside, in front of the Temple building was the Court of the Priests, where you would find the altar of sacrifice. The next larger area was the Court of Israel, where Jewish men could go. Next larger was the Court of the Women, where Jewish women mingled with men. 
 By far the largest area, 5 times bigger, was the Court of the Gentiles, where non-Jews could go. This area was set aside for all foreigners who came to worship God. The Court of the Gentiles was where people had set up shop to sell animals, and exchange money. But it was for the Gentiles!
 We need to be clear: if the animal sellers and money changers had set up outside the Temple complex, where they should be, Jesus likely would have walked around and not said a word. But they had taken over the place reserved for foreigners to worship God.
 This gospel story is not about making money or about business. Nor is this story a warning about money used in church. Elsewhere in the gospels, Jesus has plenty to say on the subject of money.

 So, it’s not money or business that made Jesus mad.  It’s that the merchants and their animals, and the moneychangers, took away space reserved for worship. So Jesus cleared them out. Jesus started a stampede!
 He shouted over the noise, “My house shall be called a House of Prayer, but you have made it a den of robbers.” Jesus was quoting the prophet Jeremiah.
 Now listen to this passage from Isaiah 56:
 “I will also bless the foreigners who commit themselves to    the Lord, who serve him and love his name; who worship him…I will bring them to my holy mountain of Jerusalem, and will fill them with joy in my house of prayer. I will accept their burnt offerings and sacrifices, because my Temple will be called a house of prayer for all nations.”
 “A house of prayer for all nations.” That explains why Jesus did what he did. It is no wonder that the people who saw him ride into Jerusalem for the Passover said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.”

 In clearing the Temple, Jesus made it clear that he comes to all the nations. He would not be the Saviour for just the Jews or one select group. Jesus came to save ALL who call upon the name of the Lord. Jesus came to save Muslims, Jews, Indigenous people, Hindus, atheists, pagans, Americans, Syrians, Chinese, … even people from Saskatchewan! All who call on him and believe in him will be saved. All nations may come to Jesus and call him Lord.
 So, here is our Advent question, as we get ready for Jesus coming: do we have room for everybody in God’s house?
 Is there anything we’re doing that says, “Sorry, we haven’t got room for you, here.”
 For instance, have you ever heard someone say, “You’re sitting in MY pew?” I wonder how Jesus would react to that.  In His house?
 Is there room for everyone in God’s house? How do we make room at worship for strangers and foreigners? How about children or handicapped people? Is there room for the blind, and the poor? This is a church for ALL nations. 
 So, as we start Advent, do we need to clean our house? I don’t just mean cleaning up the church and our homes to look nice. I mean cleaning our spiritual house, making sure there is room for all. This is the Lord’s house, open to all.
 This is the first Sunday of the Advent season. You know Advent means “coming,” don’t you? When our Lord comes to his Temple, what will he find? Are we ready for him?
