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Sermon for the Sunday before Advent                    

I Thess. 5:1-11   Ps. 85:8-13   John 1:35-45
 Today’s telephones can be amazingly helpful, and equally frustrating. The little phones we have are called “smart” phones for some reason. Well they sure make us look dumb sometimes!

 One of the funny things that can happen on any phone is two people trying to call each other at the same time. And if you add in the whole texting thing, with one person texting “Call me,” while the other person is trying to get through to you, well; you hardly know who’s calling whom! Who’s on first?!
 Once you get that straightened out, it doesn’t matter. You get on with your business. 

 Calling is a two way affair.
 When Jesus calls us, it’s a two way affair. But he calls us first! We may think, “Well, I decided to be a Christian. I looked for Jesus, and found him.” But Jesus was already looking for you first!
 Let’s talk about people being called, using today’s gospel reading. There was a huge crowd at the Jordan River, all waiting to be baptised by John the Baptist. There’s a revival feeling in the air, down by the riverside. The Baptist was preaching a no-nonsense message of repentance, and the fire of revival was burning through people’s souls.
 It was like a spiritual forest fire going through their lives. Or a fire set by a farmer to get rid of weeds. People were repenting and confessing their sins, and then getting baptised in the water of the Jordan River.

 Among the crowds is someone hardly anyone notices. It’s a man from Nazareth named Jesus. 
 When Jesus’ turn to be baptised came, God revealed to John the Baptist that this is the Lamb of God! This is the Messiah everyone has been waiting for! But no one else knew at the time, Just John the Baptist.
 Have you ever noticed how quietly Jesus shows up among us? Sometimes it’s more obvious: a miracle happens, people seriously repent, or there is deep heart-felt worship. Then it’s easy to say, “Jesus is here.”
 But when the Lord comes quietly, lost in the crowd, so to speak, we need someone to point him out to us. That’s what John the Baptist does. He points to Jesus. 
 It’s been said that the church’s job is just like John the Baptist: our job is to point to Jesus, in our midst.
 The next day, after Jesus’ baptism, John saw Jesus walking by. He pointed at him and said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”

 Two men, who had been baptised in the Jordan River, left the big crowd around John the Baptist and followed Jesus.  Jesus turned around and said, “What are you looking for?”
 Now there’s a good question for every one of us! “What are you looking for?” 

 What are you searching for in your life? What is your goal? What do you need most? What are you seeking?
 So when Jesus asks, “What are you looking for?” he’s not asking if they lost their way around town.
 He’s asking, “Are you looking for the Messiah? Are you looking for the true Lamb of God?” 
 Andrew answers Jesus’ question, “Where are you staying?”
 Andrew is really asking, “Where do you and your disciples hang out together? Can we join you? Can we stay with you?”

 And Jesus’ answer is simple. “Come and see.” 
 There it is. That’s how Jesus calls us: “Come and see for yourself. Stay with me. Talk with me. Find out who I really am. Follow me, and find out what kind of Messiah I am. Engage with me and my mission, and learn how to be my disciple. Come and see.”
 Have you noticed how you become like the people you hang out with the most? The more we hang out with Jesus, the more we become like him. We become the people God intends us to be. That’s how we become disciples.

 Andrew did that. He hung out with Jesus, and became a disciple. Then, some more people are called. One call leads to another. 

 Evangelism has been defined as one beggar telling another beggar where to find bread.

 The first ones called some others. They went and found Andrew’s brother Simon. They told him, “We found the Messiah!”

 Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Someone in your life brought you to Jesus, your parents, your grandmother, maybe a teacher or a neighbour. Someone was the Andrew in your life, introducing you to Jesus.

 Jesus took one look at Simon and said, “You’re Simon. I’m calling you Peter, the Rock.”

 Every time someone’s name is changed in the Bible, it means a huge change in their life. Abram became Abraham. His wife Sarai became Sarah. Saul becomes Paul. Simon becomes Peter. 

 When we meet the Lord, will we ever be the same again?

 The next day, Jesus called Philip. He simply said, “Follow me.” And Philip followed Jesus, simple as that.
 Then Philip called Nathanael, and said, “We’ve found the very person Moses and the prophets told us to look for, and its Jesus from Nazareth.”
 All kinds of calls are being made! The lines are busy! But who made the first call? Who’s calling who?

 We may think, “I chose to follow Jesus.” But he called you first! Jesus told his friends at the Last Supper, “You did not choose me, but I chose you.”
 Jesus is calling you. He is saying to us, “Come with me. See who I really am. And find out who you really are.”
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