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Sermon for Epiphany II       
Romans 12:6-16  Psalm 107:8-9  John 2:1-11
 The miracle of the water made into wine at the wedding at Cana is a miracle of God’s outpouring. 
 What is a miracle? A miracle is a sign of the kingdom, a sign of how God works. God can take the ordinary water of our lives, and make it into the good, new wine of the kingdom. This abundant new wine is a sign of God’s generous outpouring. It’s a miracle.
 God is constantly taking our plain lives, and transforming us into something much more complex and flavourful. 
 Think of how flat and tasteless our lives would be without Jesus. Think of how we are alive in Christ! What a difference our Lord makes. Christ brings joy and energy and purpose to an otherwise dull life. It’s a miracle.
 So, let’s now look at Jesus’ miracle of turning ordinary water into good tasting wine at a village wedding.
 First of all, isn’t it a bit funny that our Lord’s first miracle was to help a wedding feast that was in danger of becoming an embarrassing flop? It wouldn’t have been so funny if the drinks ran out. What an embarrassment for the wedding hosts!
 But Jesus’ miracle turned a near flop into the biggest party the little village of Cana had seen in years!                                                                       
 Mary the mother of Jesus told him, “They have no wine.” No doubt she had seen plenty of village weddings, and this one was about to go very flat. If the wine ran out, so would the guests before long. And that is something you don’t want to see at any wedding.
 Jesus says, “Mother, it’s not really any of our business. My time hasn’t come yet.” But she tells the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

 Well, that’s good advice for all of us. “Do whatever Jesus tells you to do, and then watch what happens.” You could become part of a miracle, simply through doing what Jesus tells you to do. Simple obedience in simple things is part of living in the kingdom of God.

 Jesus’ instructions were to fill 6 stone water jars, right to the brim.  Each of them held between 20 and 30 gallons. We can imagine a bucket brigade, with pails of water being pulled up from the well, and passed along, until 180 gallons of water had been poured. You could swim in 180 gallons of water.
 What happened then? Water became wine! When the wedding host tasted the water, he called over the bridegroom and said, “Hey, this is pretty good stuff! I know how it works at these country weddings. Everybody else serves the good wine first. Then, when everybody is a little drunk, out comes the cheaper stuff. But you saved the good wine until last.”
 No one ever forgot THAT wedding! 

 When the word got around about what happened, people looked again at this young man from Nazareth.
 How did he do that? And, WHY did he do that, turn water into wine?
 Why did Jesus turn as much as 180 gallons of water into wine? Wouldn’t just a few extra bottles do? 

 The answer is that God is almighty generous when he pours out his gifts. God doesn’t just pour out a little here, and a little there, trying to stretch what little God has. 
 God is always giving and giving and giving, out of an endless store. God can’t run out of gifts to give us.
 As Paul says at Romans 9:23, God has “made known the riches of his glory in the vessels of mercy,” meaning us. We are the vessels, and God fills us up. God will keep on filling us up with his Holy Spirit, without stopping. Paul says to Timothy, “If people purify themselves, they will become vessels fit for special use, made holy, pleasing to the master of the house, ready for every good work.”
 Jesus’ miracle of turning water into wine is like God filling us with a full measure of his Spirit.
 Remember how at Pentecost, as the Holy Spirit danced like flames over people’s heads, and people spoke in other tongues, it was an outpouring of God’s Spirit. 
 What is God pouring his Spirit into? Into us! Into his people! We are the chosen vessels for his Holy Spirit.
 Later on the Bible says, at Ephesians 5, “Do not be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit.”

 Paul says of the Holy Spirit at 2nd Corinthians 4, “We have this treasure in earthen vessels, to show that this amazing power is from God, not us.” God is the potter, and we are the ordinary clay that God uses to make useful earthen vessels. Then God pours his Holy Spirit in. God wants to fill us up to the brim, and then pour us out. 
 Having been filled, we are not meant to keep the Holy Spirit of God bottled up inside ourselves, nor inside our churches. What happens if you leave wine inside the bottle too long? It can turn sour; it becomes vinegar.
 What happens when the Holy Spirit gets poured out? Romans12 gives several examples of gifts poured out:

 “In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing different things well. So, if God has given you the ability to prophecy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”
 The new wine of the kingdom of God is made for pouring out. Let God fill you with his Holy Spirit, then let it be used for others. And then, there may be fresh miracles.
