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Sermon for Epiphany
Ephesians 3:1-12    Psalm 72:8-11   Matthew 2:1-12

  What a world we live in. Vicious political intrigue. Dictators run wild. Genocide. People forced to be refugees. Strange religions. Yes, the times Jesus lived in were tough.
 Did you think I was talking about the times we live in? It makes no difference, really. Our time, or Jesus’ time, it all seems to be the same old thing.

 Into this sorry world of ours has come a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  In brief shining moments, during his life on earth, Jesus Christ was revealed as King, as the Messiah.
 A revealing by God is called an “epiphany.” Jesus was revealed to the wise men, so we call this the Feast of the Epiphany. There were other epiphanies. It was revealed to Mary and Joseph that Jesus was to be Christ the Lord. It was revealed to the shepherds around Bethlehem that this baby was the Christ. Paul knew Christ by a revelation, that is, an epiphany on the road to Damascus.
 Today, we are talking about the epiphany of Christ to wise men from the east. We call them the Magi (MAY-ji). They were used to looking for signs in the heavens. Now we call them astrologers.

 Astrology is an ancient way of trying to understand life, based upon how the stars and planets lined up at the moment of your birth. Horoscopes based on this are still popular. News media have a daily horoscope. 
Horoscopes in newspapers started around 1930 in Britain. 
 People think they can find the answers to life’s questions revealed in the stars. Is that really true? People are right to look for answers, but they are wrong to think the stars and planets will reveal them. God alone reveals the answers to life’s deep questions.
 The three wise men were looking for answers. They used what limited knowledge they had. They followed a star.

 God used the star to lead them, but the star doesn’t matter all that much. God does the leading, not the stars.
 God used the star to lead the wise men to Jesus. The Lord Jesus Christ is what is revealed. This is the Epiphany they are seeking. This is the revelation God gave them.
 Wise people seek Jesus. He is the answer we look for.
 Having found him, what do the three wise men do? They worship him. And they lay down their treasures at his feet. 

 Once Christ is revealed to us, in our epiphany, how do we lay down our treasures at his feet? We do it by submitting our own best gifts to him. We give our gifts to the Lord.
 All of us have gifts. If you have a natural gift, or if you have a spiritual gift, bow down to Christ and give it to him. Let him, the giver of all gifts, take your natural or spiritual gift, and use it for his kingdom. He will bless it.
 We are always tempted to use gifts for our own use. If we give our gift to Christ, he will use it for his kingdom. It will grow and increase and it will bless others.
 Gifts kept to ourselves, used for ourselves, will slowly dry up, and fail to bless others.
 To go back to horoscopes and astrology, people are hard wired to seek spiritual knowledge. But unless we seek God alone, it ends up being a selfish pursuit. All of us want spiritual knowledge. But used only for ourselves, it will neither bless us, nor will it bless others. It dries up.
 The wise men wanted spiritual knowledge. They left much behind to seek it. Once they met Jesus, all the other answers faded. In their Epiphany, their quest ended. All the other ways of looking for salvation ended. 
 Each of us, in a way, is looking for a saviour. Some look in the stars, some look in religions, some look for the lottery to save them. Others are lost and don’t know it.
 Some find Christ, but will not bend the knee to him as their Lord and Saviour. Imagine the wise men, having found Jesus, saying, “No, we’ll keep looking. We’ll hang on to our gifts. Maybe something better will come along.” Living like that is one endless search, never finding, never ending.
 We all want answers to life’s questions. We all want something to help us endure the pain, and make us happier.
 But what we are looking for is not found in something like the stars or the lottery. What we seek is found in Christ. 

 He is the end of our journey. Once we find him, we will never be the same. We will want to worship him. We will want to lay at his feet our most precious gifts.
  Our hearts are restless until they find their rest in Jesus. 

 Once we find the Saviour, we give up other ways of trying to be saved. When we are given a clean white robe, we take off the old rags. We are born again.

 Once we bend our knee to Jesus, once we give our treasures, we will receive gifts in return. We will be given the wisdom, the authority, and the ability to act as servants of Christ.
 In fact, we will be given power. Not power like the world uses power, but the power of the Holy Spirit.

 One last thing: once we have an epiphany of Jesus, there will always be a King Herod who wants to kill off our faith. Herod might be someone or something else, or Herod might be right inside us. Whatever it is, Herod is out to kill Jesus off. There are many Herods. Beware of Herod.
 God warned the wise men not to go back to Herod. The Father was not only protecting the Son, he was protecting the wise men. God told them to go home another way. 

 Once we meet Jesus, we will go down another road. The Holy Spirit will not lead us on the old roads with false turns and phony answers. The Holy Spirit will even warn us about the Herods and the false things of the world.

 This is our Epiphany. We are with the wise men, because we have come to Jesus Christ. We are here to bow down in worship. We are here to offer our best gifts.  Then we follow Christ on life’s road. Our Saviour is revealed.
