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Sermon for Quinquagesima
I Corinthians 13:1-13   Psalm 31:22-26 Luke 18:31-43

 There was a woman who went to her doctor and was given the result of some medical tests.

 The doctor looked at her and said, “You could live anywhere from 6 months, to 30 years.”

 The only thing she heard her doctor say was, “You’re going to live 6 months.” She went home, arranged her affairs, and prepared to die. In fact, she lived another 30 years. She didn’t hear and understand all that her doctor said. 
 That’s what happened to the twelve apostles when Jesus said, “We’re going to Jerusalem. I’m going to be killed there, and rise again.” They only heard him as far as, “I’m going to get killed.”

 Let’s go back to what was going on when Jesus predicted his death. As he went through Galilee, Jesus was surrounded by crowds, who came to him for healing, and saw many miracles.
 In today’s gospel, Jesus gives sight to a blind man. No wonder there were huge crowds around Jesus.

 Then, right at the peak of his popularity, Jesus told his disciples that he was going to Jerusalem to be killed, and then rise on the third day. Their basic reaction was, “What are you talking about?” All they could hear is, “He’s going to get himself killed.”
 Think about it: if your best friend starting talking about going somewhere and getting killed, you would be upset, too. You might think your friend was crazy. Especially if your friend kept saying, over and over, that it must happen.
 Jesus told his friends not once, not twice, but three times that he was going to Jerusalem to be killed, and rise on the third day. And every time, Peter and the others would either try to talk him out of it, get mad at him, or else just shake their heads.

  Jesus’ plan all along was to go to Jerusalem. He began in Galilee, travelled far and wide, but at a certain point, Jesus made up his mind to go in a single direction. As Luke’s gospel tells us, “He set his face to go to Jerusalem.”
 Here’s what he predicted would happen: “We are going up to Jerusalem. Everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For He will be delivered over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and shamefully treated, and spat upon. And after flogging him, they will kill him, and on the third day he will rise. But the apostles understood none of this. What he said was hidden from them. They could not grasp it.”
 Let’s notice one thing Jesus said: “Everything written by the prophets will be accomplished.” Jesus Christ will fulfil everything foretold by the prophets of the Old Testament for many centuries. It is all part of God’s great plan.
 Prophecies are temporary. Once they are fulfilled, they pass away. As Paul says in First Corinthians 13, “As for prophecies, they will pass away. Even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the whole picture. But when the time of perfection comes, these partial things will pass away.”
 In other words, when Jesus Christ our Lord returns, everything God has planned for his creation will be perfect. 
 Until then, we only partly understand. Paul says, “Now I know in part, then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.”

 The disciples around Jesus only knew in part, only dimly understood what Jesus was saying to them. They were slow to catch on. After he rose from the dead, they began to understand. What about us? Are we catching on?
 Let’s get a clear hold of what Jesus himself tells us about his purpose and his destiny. It must happen. He is going to be totally rejected, treated horribly, and die. And he will rise on the third day.
 It was only after Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead that it all started to make sense to them.

 Then, slowly, it did start to make sense: He died for us.   Right at the center of God’s plan of salvation, Jesus’ death on the cross is the pivot point, the key to it all. His suffering, his passion, is at the center of what Jesus Christ does for us. He bears God’s judgment on us, in his own body on the cross.
 Paul says it in five words: “Christ died for our sins.”
 It took years to fully understand Jesus’ death. It took them years to work out what his rising from the dead means.
 As they looked at the prophets of the Old Testament to see what they said, a clear picture began to emerge.

 One more thing the apostles did start to understand is this: Jesus’ death starts to make sense out of suffering, especially what we may suffer in living for God.

 If you read your Bible regularly, you will soon notice the gap between what the Bible says and what the world says. 

 The world says, “Look after yourself.”

 The Bible says, “Love your neighbour as yourself.”

 The world says, “Have a good time.”
 The Bible says, “Through love, serve one another.”

 The problem with what the world says is that it is too easy. It’s easy to be selfish. It’s easy to ignore our neighbours. The world tells us to do whatever is easy.
 What is hard is loving and serving our neighbour. To really do that, we may suffer. We may put ourselves last instead of first. We may be servants rather than big shots.

 To do this, we need God’s help in a big way. If we live only for ourselves, we don’t need God’s help at all. We just put our selves in charge of everything.
 Christ overturns our self-centered lives, and changes us so we can be useful to God and others. But we will have to die to the idea that “It’s all about what I want.” That whole way of living will have to be crucified. It is called “dying to self.” It will need to die on the cross.
 Paul says, “Now, I know only in part. Then, I will know fully.” If we go to Jerusalem with Jesus, we will begin to understand what the cross and resurrection means for us. 
