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Lent 1 Sermon

II Corinthians 6:1-10 Psalm 91:9-16 Matthew 4:1-11
 Jesus fought the devil. The devil lost. Jesus won.
 As we read in the 1st Letter of John, “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.”

 In order to defeat death, Jesus faced it squarely. In order to defeat temptation, Jesus faced it squarely.
 God often allows us to be tried or tested. As we are told at James 1:13, “God himself tempts no one,” but God does allow us to face temptation.
 We are often strengthened by the very thing that is against us. The point where we are weak is where we see’s God’s strongest grace. The devil always goes after our weak point. Evil always tries to use our weakness against us. That’s exactly where Christ steps in the help us.
 The devil had no such foothold in Jesus’ life. As Jesus said himself, in John 14, “the prince of this world has nothing on me.” Not so for us. Any sin we commit is a foothold for Satan. It is the weak point Satan will use against us.
 Unconfessed, unforgiven sin in our life gives the devil the right to sit in our house, so to speak. The devil can not stand to be in a clean and holy house. He wants dark corners and dirt. That is one reason to bring our sins before God, and confess them, and repent, and be forgiven. Isn’t it nicer to live in a clean house, anyway?
 In all three tests of Jesus by the devil, he is trying to get something on Jesus, a foothold, a way to get at Jesus.

 The devil’s first test of Jesus was tempting him to use his power to make things easier for himself. After fasting 40 days with no food, Jesus was extremely hungry. The devil said to Jesus, “If you really are God’s Son, tell these stones to become bread.” 

 Jesus told the devil, “We don’t live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Jesus is quoting the Bible. Round one goes to Jesus.
 In the second test, the devil tempted Jesus to use his power to save himself from harm. The devil said to Jesus, as he put him on the top of the highest tower of the Temple, “Throw yourself down, Jesus. The Bible says angels will catch you.” 

 The devil himself can quote the Bible. The devil may know the Bible, but the devil won’t obey the Bible.
 Jesus quotes the Bible again back to the devil: “Don’t dare test the Lord your God.” Round two goes to Jesus.
 The devil doesn’t give up easy. Test number three happens when Satan takes Jesus to the top of a very high mountain, and says, “I’ll give you all the kingdoms, all the power in the world, if you bow down and worship me.”

 Well, now it’s right out in the open. Satan wants to take God’s place, and have Jesus serve him. It’s all about power.

 Jesus says, “Go away, Satan. The Bible says, worship only God, serve only Him.” 

 This is crucial: Jesus refuses to use earthly power for his own ends. He will not bow down and become a political Messiah. It would defeat his purpose. Round three goes to Jesus.
 Then the devil left him. The devil isn’t finished with Jesus. This is mortal combat, a life and death struggle. It will not be finished until Jesus dies and is raised from the dead. Only then is Satan defeated. 
 From this point on, Jesus knows the devil will be after him. The final attack will be through political and religious leaders who will kill Jesus. 

 Jesus will win that final conflict. When Jesus dies on the cross, it looks like sin, death, and the devil have won. 
 But God raised Jesus Christ from death. Death was defeated, and so was sin, and so was the devil.

 We live right now in the time between Christ’s victory, at Good Friday and Easter, and the final day when that victory will be revealed to everyone, the day of Christ’s return.

The time we live in is often compared to the end of World War II. As soon as the allies landed in Europe on D-Day, victory was a sure thing. But it was not complete until the end of the war. We live now between the D-Day of Christ’s cross and resurrection, and the final victory we will see when he comes back.

 Sin is a defeated enemy. Death is a defeated enemy. The devil is a defeated enemy. Christ has already defeated them. But we are still in a battle against them, because the war isn’t over yet.

 When we are tested by sin, or by the devil, or if we are tempted to think that death has won and we have lost, we need to know that Christ has won the victory against them. We live by his victory, his defeat of the powers.
 Jesus faced Satan’s temptations, but Jesus also faced the effects of sin and death wherever he went. 

 In his earthly ministry, Jesus fought disease and demons. He defeated these enemies of human life. He set captives free from illness and demonic oppression. 

 Jesus confronted people whose lives were bent in the wrong direction by sin. All the forces working against healthy human life then ganged up on Jesus to put him to death. They thought they had won by killing him.
 But God’s power is greater than all other powers. Evil, it turns out, has no future. It’s time is running out.

 So what can we learn from all this when we are tested by the devil, or tempted by sin? When we are tempted, remember that Christ has already faced what you face. Rely on Christ, and you can pass the test.
 Finally, everyone faces temptation. Paul says, “No testing has overtaken you that are not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you will be able to endure it.” 
 If you are tested, rely on Christ.

 He already won the war against the devil, sin, and death.
