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Lent 3 Sermon
Eph. 5:1-14   Ps. 25:16-22    Luke 11:14-26

 Are we getting closer to spring? Then it’s nearly time for spring cleaning. The season of Lent is for cleaning our spiritual house. So, we will look at our Scripture readings in that light. 
 If we think of our life as a house that we live in, then we can invite in whoever we want. If we invite in bad people, then they will put their feet up on our furniture, and eat all our food, and stay put until we boot them out.
 If we invite Christ into our house, and ask him to stay, to take up residence in our life, then he will bring light and life through the whole house. Jesus wants to be Lord of all our lives, of our whole house. 
 Here is something that C.S. Lewis said in his book “Mere Christianity”: “Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you can understand what he is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But presently he starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to make any sense. What on earth is he up to? The explanation is that he is building quite a different house from the one you thought of: throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a decent little cottage; but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it himself.”
 In today’s gospel reading from Luke, Jesus cast out a demon. It’s an exorcism, a clear sign that the kingdom of God is breaking in. A demon has made a man unable to talk, Jesus casts it out of him, and the man can speak again. The demon took up residence in the man’s life. Now, because of Jesus, he is no longer a prisoner in his own house. He is free in Christ. Christ cleaned his house out.
 Have you noticed that whenever Jesus heals someone, there is a reaction, good or bad? The reaction by some people to this exorcism is to ask how Jesus does it. Which power did Jesus use: good, or evil?
 Some said he used the power of the devil to cast out a devil. This leads straight to one of Jesus most used sayings: “A house divided can not stand.”

 There’s that image of the house again. 

 If the devil fights himself, his house will fall. But Jesus never uses evil to defeat evil. He uses God’s own power and authority, the “finger of God,” to cast out demons.

 Casting out demons is a sure sign that Satan is being defeated. The kingdom of God is breaking into Satan’s stronghold. Satan is strong, but Jesus is stronger.
 Then Jesus uses a parable to describe what’s going on. He is attacking the devil as you attack a castle. Jesus says,   “When a strong man, armed to the teeth, guards his own palace, his goods are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and defeats him, he takes away his trusted armour and divides his belongings.”
 What does that mean?

 Simply that the devil has had a lot of power, and has held a lot of people in his grip, like prisoners in his castle.
 But Jesus is stronger, attacks him, and plunders the devil’s stronghold. The prisoners are set free.
 As it says in Colossians, “God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son.” Christ did that on the cross of Calvary.
 Then Jesus does some teaching about evil spirits. He says, “When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert, searching for rest. But when it finds none, it says, ‘I will return to the person I came from.’ So it returns and finds that its former home is all swept and in order. Then the spirit finds seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they all enter the person and live there. And so that person is worse off than before.”

 If our life is a house, we need to be careful about who and what we invite in. Jesus compares evil spirits in our lives to a home invasion.

 If God cleans our house, kicking out evil influences, then we can’t just leave our lives empty. We had better be sure we invite Christ in. Or else we may find we are worse off then before. 
 Between God and the devil there is no neutral ground, no fifty shades of grey. We are on one side or the other, and we must choose. Why fight on the losing side? Choose Christ. He won the decisive victory over evil on the cross of Calvary. We don’t have to walk in darkness. We can ask Christ to move in, to give us newness of life.
 In our epistle, from Ephesians chapter 5, Paul describes some of the ways we can end up on the losing side. We can think of these things as bad people we mistakenly invite into our houses: sexual immorality, greed, obscene stories, foolish talk, and crude jokes. Of course, this is just one Bible list of sins to avoid. There are plenty of others!
 Paul then says we can be sure that these people will not be allowed in the kingdom of God: the immoral, the impure, or the greedy people who worship the things of this world. 
 So, we have been talking about cleaning our spiritual house, and inviting Christ in. With that in mind, let’s go through a list of seven spirits we want in our house, and seven spirits we need to clear out.
1. We want a spirit of encouragement, not a critical spirit.
2. We want a spirit of abundance, not a spirit of scarcity.
3. We want a spirit of generosity, not a selfish spirit.
4. We want a spirit of humility, not a spirit of pride.
5. We want a spirit of dependence on God, not a spirit of independence from God.
6. We want a spirit of trust in God, not a fearful spirit.
7. We want a spirit of waiting on God, not an impatient spirit.
 So, how is your house cleaning going this Lent? Is your house ready to have Christ come in, and live there?
 Invite Christ into your life, into your house, and He will bring light and life.

