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Lent 4 Sermon
Galatians 4:26-5:1    Psalm 125    John 6:5-14
 “I’ve brought some friends home for lunch, dear! What have we got to feed them?”
“How many are there?” 

“Oh, I don’t know, about 5000.”
“Oh, no! We’ve only got food for five people!” 
 Jesus fed 5000 people, using a few loaves of bread and a couple of dried fish. It was a miracle of feeding.
 It’s good for us to know that Jesus not only had a healing ministry, he also had a feeding ministry. Healing, feeding, telling people about the kingdom of God: it all fits together.
 Jesus fed 5000 people, using just a few loaves and fish. What would WE have experienced, if we were there?
 Imagine being in a crowd of thousands, all of us seeking this man who heals diseases, and preaches good news.
 We’re out in the open, far from any towns. It’s late in the day, and in our haste to follow Jesus, no one thought to bring food. Now we’re all hungry.
 In this hungry crowd of 5000, Jesus can see what’s going on. He asks Philip, “Where can we buy bread for all these people to eat?”
 In every crowd there’s a “realist,” the one who tells it like it is. Philip is just being “realistic” when he tells Jesus, “200 day’s wages would not buy enough bread to give them each a mouthful.”

 One can almost hear him saying to Jesus, “Our feasibility study shows this won’t work.”

 You can’t blame him. He saw the size of the problem and it was huge. Philip’s attitude is, “It can’t be done.”
 Andrew, on the other hand, shows some initiative. He’s asking around in the crowd if anyone brought any food.  He’s the one at the church meeting who says, “What resources have we got? Let’s use what we have.”
 Andrew looks around and finds a poor boy who says “I’ve got five barley loaves, and a couple of dried fish. Can you use them?”

 We know he is a poor boy, because barley bread was the food of the poor. Better off people ate wheat bread. Like many other children, he is out doing a day’s work, and he has to carry his food with him. He shares what he has.
 So far, so good. Andrew takes the boy to Jesus, but then the problem overwhelms Andrew as well. He says,

 “This boy here has five barley loaves and two fish; but what good is that among so many?”

 It’s probably good that Andrew didn’t consult first with the other disciples. They’d listen to him, and shake their heads, like a bunch of pessimistic plumbers looking at a leaky pipe, and say, “No, of course that’s not going to work.”

 There always someone who says, “We have to get real. We can’t cope. We only have so much.”
 But that leaves Christ out of it. Christ has all of God’s resources at his fingertips. Christ takes our gifts and multiplies them. That’s how the kingdom of God works.
 So what does Jesus do? First, he wisely gets our restless, hungry crowd to sit down on the green grass. It’s close to Passover, a big clue to what this feeding in the wilderness means. We are a lot like the people of Israel in the Exodus, asking God to feed us. And God does.
 Listen, now Jesus is holding some loaves and fish, and he’s giving thanks to God. The word used is “Eucharist.”
 He is passing the loaves around. The more he passes around, the more loaves there are! He hands out bread, all the way out to the edge of the crowd. He does the same with the fish. What a great meal! Everyone ate and was full. Just like the old hymn: “Bread of heaven, Feed me ‘til I want no more.”
 When everybody was full, he told his disciples to gather the leftover fragments, so nothing will perish. So they gathered them, and they filled 12 baskets. There is more than enough for all. 5000 people ate plenty of bread and fish. We could feed more!  
 So, now we will look at three things we can learn from this story. The first principle is to give what you have.
 The boy in the crowd offered what he had with him. It seems small to us. If we are like Andrew, we say, “What good is that among so many?” We only see scarcity.
 But the boy doesn’t think that way. The first principle of giving is to give what you have.
 A second principle of giving connects to the first. If we give what we have, then the Lord can and will use it. And the opposite is true: if we don’t give it, God can’t use it.
 Giving to God means we trust God with our offering, and trust God to use it. We trust God to not only use our offering, we trust God to multiply our offering. We trust God, because God gives abundance, where we see only scarcity.
 So, we give to God what we have. God takes our offering, and makes it into the bread of life for the world. We may think, “Its just bread.” But our mission is to feed the world with the bread of life. Our offering is multiplied, many times over, feeding people, physically and spiritually.
 The third principle of giving is to offer ourselves. Maybe we think, “What good can I do among all the problems in the world? What good am I among so many?”
 Edward Hale once said, “I am only one. But still, I am one. I cannot do everything. But still I can do something. And because I cannot do everything, I will not refuse to do the something I can do.”

  Christ offers himself for the life of the world. He is the broken bread, the bread of life. He says, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never thirst…I am the living bread that has come down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
