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Sermon for Easter Sunday
Colossians 3:1-11   Ps.118:22-25    John 20:1-10

 Let’s put ourselves among the disciples at Easter morning. What led up to the moment of the resurrection, and our first meeting the risen Lord? 
 From the outset we have been on a journey with Jesus. Along with Simon Peter, and so many others, we met Jesus in those early days in Galilee. We saw him do things we didn’t understand at first, like turning water into wine, or healing very sick people.
 We watched, we listened, and we tried to understand him. We heard him teach, telling us things about God that we didn’t fully understand. 
 Then, in the last few days, it all went very dark. One of us, Judas, betrayed Jesus. Then he was arrested at night in the garden of Gethsemane.
 We watched his trial from a distance as he stood accused before the Jewish and Roman authorities. We stood speechless with horror at his execution on the cross.  How could it all have gone so terribly wrong, so utterly dark and horrifying?

 Jesus lay in his tomb for three days; Friday, Saturday, and Sunday. Now we come to the most amazing step on our journey of faith.
 We were told, by Mary Magdalene and the other women, that his tomb was open, and empty. Where is Jesus now? Has the grave been robbed?

 So we ran with Simon to see. We ran, and looked in. Yes, his tomb was really empty. All except for the linen cloths we buried his dead body in.
 We looked, we saw, and slowly we started to understand.
 He is not here, because He is risen.

 Then we began to meet the risen Lord Jesus.

 First, in the garden, just outside the tomb. Mary met him there. He spoke to her. He called her by name. She came and told us, “I have seen the Lord!”
 Then, we met him in the upper room, several times. Thomas wasn’t there the first time, but a week later; Thomas met Jesus, touched Jesus, and said, “My Lord and my God!” First he doubted, and then he believed.
 Later, we met the risen Lord in Galilee, by the lake. We ate breakfast with him on the beach.

 We are eyewitnesses. We report only what we see.
 There were times, even after we met the risen Lord, when we didn’t understand. We did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
 Now, on this Easter morning we can say some of the things we have firmly believed for 2000 years about the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
 Romans chapter 6 says, “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too may walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.” 
 That verse helps us say some simple clear things about our own life after death.
 Simply put, what happened to Jesus will happen to us. The resurrection of Jesus is the great clue to what will happen to us. As he was raised from death, so we will be raised from death. As Jesus was alive and recognizable, so will we be alive and recognizable. 
 We say in the Apostles Creed, “I believe in the resurrection of the body.” And we say in the Nicene Creed, “We look for the resurrection of the dead.”
 Christians don’t believe that souls float around forever and ever. Nor do we believe in re-incarnation, changing over and over from one life form to another.

 We believe that just as God raised the dead body of Jesus into a new kind of body, eternally alive, so it will be with all those who believe in Jesus Christ. 

 So, what happens after we die? The atheists expect nothing to happen. Other religions believe other things. We Christians look for the resurrection of the body, which will come when the Lord returns.

 The Bible even goes one step further. The Bible says, especially in the Gospel of John, that our journey to eternal life has already begun, in this life. We have, so to speak, one foot in heaven, even as the other foot is firmly planted in this everyday world.
 Listen again to what our lesson Colossians chapter 3 says about believers now:
  “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.” 
 There is an “already” part of eternal life. Believers have one foot in heaven, and one on earth. Our journey with Jesus has begun. Whatever happens, whatever we face, we are always with the risen Lord Jesus Christ. The great day will come when we will see him face to face, in our resurrection.
