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Sermon for Trinity 2
I John 3:13-24      Psalm 23:5-6    Luke 14:15-24

 Have you ever had a big dinner party?

 Imagine cooking a meal for some guests who accepted your invitation a while ago, and then getting told by each one, “I can’t come for the meal. Something more important came up.”
 You’ve been cooking all day, the food is hot and ready, and then one of your guests calls you to say, “I just bought a piece of property, and I’m going to look at it. So, I can’t come.”

 A few minutes later, another guest calls to say, “I just bought a car. I have to try it out. I can’t come.”

 Then a third one calls, and says, “I just got married. I can’t come.”
 So what do you do? You’ve got all this food that you cooked, and the people who told you before that they would come have all given excuses, nothing but excuses.
 In fact, you’re kind of mad at them. What will you do?
 You decide, “I’m not going to let this delicious food go to waste. Who else can I invite for my dinner party?”
 You think of the people next door, who are poor, living on next to nothing. They gladly say they will come. 

 You think of some disabled people you know. You call them, and they say they will get there as soon as they can.

 The poor and the disabled arrive, but there is still room at the table. So, you go out into the street and invite the first people you see to a free meal. Pretty soon, all the seats at your table are full. 

 You are happy because your house is full of people who want to enjoy a lovely meal with you.

 What about the people who said at first they would come, but then made excuses, one by one? The ones who snubbed you and went off and did something else? Well, you did what anyone would do. You never invited them again.

 When Jesus told this parable, he may have been thinking of the Book of Proverbs, in which Lady Wisdom invites people to come to her big beautiful house on the hill. Lady Wisdom invited people to a feast.

 Lady Wisdom said, “You that are simple, turn in here! Come, eat my food and drink my wine. Leave your simple ways, and begin to live. Learn to use good judgment.”

 Once people say “Yes” to Lady Wisdom’s invitation to dinner, they learn from her. She tells them, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” which means, “Put God first, all the time and you will learn to live well, really well, in a balanced life of grace.”
 Jesus loved dinner parties. So much that he got a bad reputation among some people who called him a party goer.

Many of his miracles happened at dinner parties. Many of his stories were told at dinner parties.
 In today’s gospel, Jesus is at the home of a Pharisee for dinner. Over the meal, Jesus told parables about banquets.
 Jesus says, if you are invited to a banquet, don’t go looking for the best seat in the house. Take a humble seat, and who knows, you might be invited by the host to a better seat. But if you take one of the good seats, a more important guest might be given your seat, and you would be humbled in front of everyone. “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.”
 Jesus then told his host not to invite his friends and relations and rich neighbours. They will just return the favour. Instead, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. And God will repay you at the resurrection.
 Why do the poor and the crippled and the blind matter so much to God?

 In Jesus’ time, there was a closed religious community known as the Essenes that lived beside the Dead Sea. It was from them that we got the famous Dead Sea Scrolls.  This community isolated itself from others to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. They were keeping themselves pure, so they thought, by keeping out the blind, the lame, or the crippled. Anyone who did not meet a high standard was excluded. 

 Jesus acts the opposite way. Jesus ate with and healed the very same people left out by others, the unclean and the outcast. Jesus teaches us to do that as well. All are invited to the great banquet of God.
 God cares for the poor because God is like that.

 In today’s gospel, someone at the party got excited and said, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”
 At that moment Jesus told about all the people who got invited but then sent their excuses just as the dinner was starting. So others got invited instead.
 Jesus is saying that we have to make real decisions if we want to enter the kingdom of God. 

 Getting an invitation from God is not enough. Saying “Yes” to the invitation you got a while ago is not enough. 
 Excuses based on our everyday business are not good enough for God. We say, “But I have to make a living.” We may be so busy with our own business that we lose out on the life God offers us.
 We must act today, if today is when the Lord called us. 
 Our lesson today from First John 3 says, “Little children, let us love not in word and speech only, but in truth and action.”

 Paul says, in First Corinthians 4, “The Kingdom of God depends not on talk but on power.”
 Our “Yes” to God, whenever we first said it, must be followed by our active response to his summons. 

 Many of us received the invitation to God’s great banquet a long time ago. Now, if God says it is time to come, are we ready to come ourselves? And are we inviting the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame?
 Come on in to the party, and let’s mingle with the other guests.
