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Sermon for Trinity 1
I John 4:7-21   Ps. 41:1-4   Luke 16:19-31
 Wherever Jesus walked he saw bad things going on. People were begging at the roadside because they were blind, and widows who lived on next to nothing. Jesus saw rich people completely ignoring starving people on their doorstep.
 When Jesus tells us the parable of a rich man and a poor sick beggar, his story is based on what he saw around him.
 Nowadays we have a fancy name for “the rich get richer while the poor get poorer.” We call it “income disparity.”
 The sin of the rich man is obvious. A 5 year old could figure out this is wrong. How could a rich man let someone living a few yards away starve, while his own table is full of food? Why doesn’t he help the poor sick man?
 As a simple moral example, Jesus’ story is easy to understand. The selfish rich man is on the road to hell. God loves the poor man, and prepares a place for him in heaven.
 A Sunday school class could figure out the conclusion. Don’t be like that rich selfish man! Don’t go to hell like he did! Feed the poor and care for the sick!

 Our lesson from the First Letter of John says this: “How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods, and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses to help?”

 So, let’s ask some questions. Here’s one question: What kind of world is it where it’s OK for rich people to ignore starving beggars who live right beside them?

 Here’s another question: Does God care about this situation? And if God cares, what is God doing about it?
 First off, we asked, what kind of world lets this go on? Did God really design a world where people who have plenty of food can totally ignore people with no food? Is that how God wants things to be? Of course not.
 So what went wrong? The Bible has a word for what went wrong. The word is sin. We see how sin works in our basic selfishness, our “me, me, me” way of life.
 The sin of selfishness is one thing. What makes it worse is that the rich man thinks he is fine. We can see he is selfish and greedy. But does he even know that he is in big trouble with God? Does he even think for one second that the poor man is his concern? Maybe he doesn’t know how to feel the pain of others. The dogs outside who lick his sores care more about Lazarus than the rich man.
 Our next question was “Does God care?” Does God turn a blind eye to all the cruelty we see around us?”
 Jesus lets us know what God thinks by telling his parable.
 By the way Jesus tells us his story, he makes us watch and overhear everything, just like God does.
 We can see the poor sick man Lazarus crouching just outside the rich man’s gate. We can see the dogs licking his sores.
 Inside the rich man’s house, Jesus makes us see what a selfish brute he really is, well dressed and feasting every day, while there is someone on his doorstep, a few yards away, which would gladly eat scraps from his table.

 Then they both die. Jesus shows us the poor man taken to heaven to be at Abraham’s side, in a place of honour and happiness, the exact opposite of how he lived.
 And Jesus shows us the torment of the rich man in hell, in the flames. He can look up and see Lazarus in heaven, enjoying all the good things he never got in his lifetime.  
 The selfish rich man is in the exact opposite of Lazarus.  

 We hear the rich man call out for Abraham to have mercy, and send Lazarus to cool his tongue with some water. Even in hell, the rich man thinks the poor should work for him!
 But it is all too late. We hear Abraham in heaven say to the rich man in hell, “You had your chance when you had all the good things of life, and Lazarus here had nothing at all. Now he’s in heaven, and you’re in hell. Besides, there is a canyon between us, so deep and so wide that no one can cross it. There is no road from heaven to hell, and no road from hell to heaven, after life is over.”

 The rich man has one last request. “Then please send someone to my family who will tell them about all this. My family needs to know, so they won’t do what I did.”

 Abraham tells him, “They should read their Bibles. God’s word will tell them everything they need to know.”
 “But, Abraham,” says the rich man in the flames, “They won’t listen unless someone rises from the dead and tells them. That’s how ignorant my family is.”

 Abraham says, “If they won’t listen to God’s word in the Bible, why would they listen to someone who rose from the dead?”

 Jesus tells this story to say, “That’s what God thinks of a world in which it’s OK for the rich to ignore the poor who live right beside them. You see how God judges the one and cares for the other? The first becomes last, and the last becomes first.”
 The selfish rich man in Jesus’ story shows us what happens when the sinful self takes over. His story shows what we hear in John’s letter: “Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.”

 Our lesson from the first letter of John says three simple words: “God is love.” That’s better than, “God likes us.”
 God’s love for us is tough love. God sees the sin problem we have. His answer to sin is sending Jesus to us.
 As John’s letter says, “God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him…The Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world.”
 The Saviour sees what is going on in the world, the good and the bad. Do we see what Jesus Christ sees? Is it just “income disparity,” or is it a call to love our neighbour?
