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Sermon for Trinity 3
I Peter 5:5-11 Psalm 7:9-12 Luke 15:1-10 

 Nowadays, it’s rare for people to keep the same job all their lives.  In times gone by, you might start a career as a young person, and retire from the same job many years later.
 Now, people may have five or six or more different jobs over the years. We go from job to job, sometimes two or three at a time. In today’s job market, we have to be very flexible, and to be able to adapt.
 Peter was like that. He started as a fisherman, and if he hadn’t met Jesus, he would likely have gone on fishing all his life. 

 But meeting Jesus changed everything. That has been the story for countless thousands of Christians over the centuries: meeting Jesus changes everything.

 Remember when Jesus said to Peter and his fishing friends, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people”?

 Off they went with Jesus, fishing for people for the kingdom of 

God - all over Galilee, and beyond.
 Jesus even changed his name, making him not just Simon, but Simon Peter, Simon “the Rock.”
 So, the apostle Peter went from fishing, to evangelism, to shepherding churches. And sometimes back to fishing. As an apostle, St. Peter had to do many things. He was multi-tasking. 
 Regular fishing was Peter’s fall-back job. After Jesus rose from the dead, he met Peter and the others fishing on the Sea of Galilee. Remember the breakfast on the beach? The shore lunch Jesus had with Peter and the others after he rose from the dead?
 Peter went back to fishing, no doubt to support his family.
 We might recall that St. Paul, too, had a day job: he had a tent manufacturing business. Paul was a tentmaker. We call someone who supports their Christian ministry with a day job a “tentmaker.”
 Peter’s role shifted many times. When he wrote his first letter, he was in the role of an elder shepherd of the church flock. We call that job “bishop.”
 Peter paid a price for his faithful service. He experienced the persecution of the early Christians, under the harsh regime of Emperor Nero. Peter was executed by the Romans. 

 Simon Peter, the Rock, knew that the church’s strength under pressure came from faith in the risen Christ. He knew that we are strong when we are one flock under one shepherd Lord. It wasn’t his personality that earned him the name “the Rock.” It was faith.
 In our lesson today, Peter speaks of shepherding the scattered flock of Christ, of persecution, and of humility under God’s mighty hand. So, if Peter were here today, what advice would he give the church? We can hear it in his letter.
 Peter’s code of ethics for the church is pretty simple, really:  Humble yourselves before God, and each other.
 Someone once said, “Be humble or you will stumble.”

 Could we have that banner put up in here? In letters two feet tall? What would happen in the church if we were all truly humble before God, and each other?
 Humility is rarely natural to us. It must be put on, like a servant’s apron. When Peter says, “Clothe yourselves with humility,” the words in Greek mean, “put on the apron of humility.” 

 As a young, newly ordained clergy, I was likely to say to myself, “Well, I can see they’re doing the dishes. Far be it from me to get in the way by putting on an apron. After all, that’s their job, not mine.”  See how humble I was? I was outstandingly humble.
 Then I worked for Church Army. They would have none of that. Church Army had a kind of non-credit course called “scrubology.” Scrubbing dishes and scrubbing floors was everyone’s job.
 Peter quotes Proverbs 3, “God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble.” In other words, be humble, or you’ll stumble. 

 What God promises those who humbly rely on him is that he will lift us up in due time. “In due time” might mean that God will lift us up soon, but the deepest meaning is that God will lift us up on the day of salvation, the day of Christ’s return.
 One parish gave me a T shirt that said, “Keep working for the Lord. The pay isn’t much but the retirement benefits are out of this world!” 

 Peter’s next advice for the church is to stay alert and awake. There are opposing spiritual forces around us. He writes, “Be sober-minded, disciplined and watchful. Our adversary the devil is prowling around, roaring like a lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters around the world are undergoing the same suffering.”

 Have you ever had a wild animal prowl around? Wild animals were a constant hazard for shepherds. David and his slingshot and his shepherd’s staff were more than a match for lions and bears. That’s why David was fearless as he faced Goliath. It was all in a day’s work for a shepherd. 
 Peter says that the devil is like a prowling lion trying to take us down.  Satan looks for the weak or isolated members of the flock. 
 In Jesus’ parable, a shepherd goes out to look for one lost sheep, the one out of a hundred that has strayed. The shepherd rejoices to find his one lost sheep. “Just so, there will be more joy in heaven over one lost sinner that repents, than over ninety-nine others who never strayed.” If you are lost, Jesus is looking for you.
 One way that we sheep stray from God, and become a target for the devil, is when we try to carry our cares and anxieties all by ourselves. Anxiety isolates us.

 Peter says, “Cast all your cares on Him, for God cares for you.” 

Our burdens and fears can weigh us down so much that we are bent over, and we can’t see the way ahead.
 Just as people came to Jesus to lay their sick at his feet, so we lay our burdens down at Jesus’ feet. And once it is laid down, we can straighten up again. We can see forward again. Our step is lighter. No longer stumbling and blind, we are upright and free.

 To be humble before God is not to be bent over with burdens, but freely available to serve, without our arms full of troubles, ready to face the day and its challenges, full of God’s grace and strength.

 Peter is giving advice to a church that suffers together, and rejoices together, a church that is marked by humility.
 The Christian church is a faithful and joyful fellowship of suffering. We are stronger together.
 Peter says, “Remember that your Christian bothers and sisters, all over the world, are going through the same kind of suffering you are.”

 Think about it: all over the world, as we speak, are millions of Christians facing struggles. They are being humbled, in ways we rarely experience ourselves. We can stand with them, by being the church that is a joyful fellowship of suffering. 
 Let’s give the last word to Peter: “After you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who calls us into his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, uphold, strengthen, and establish you. To him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
