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Sermon for Trinity 5
I Peter 3:8-15a     Psalm 84:8-13    Luke 5:1-11
 Anyone here ever fished for a living? 

 What if you were catching fish for a living, and you caught so many fish you couldn’t haul them all in? What if there were so many fish your nets were breaking?

 And, what if the person who told you where to find all those fish was a carpenter? Would a carpenter from a far-away town know that much about fishing? 

 Here’s what happened: Jesus had been teaching a crowd on the shoreline of the lake. The crowd got so big that Jesus found himself nearly pushed into the water.
 He saw two empty boats there on the beach. He asked the fishermen, who were fixing their nets after a night’s fishing, if he could sit in one of their boats. 

 So, they pushed off from shore. Now, Jesus could easily be heard across the water by the crowd on the hillside.

 When Jesus finished teaching the crowd, he showed the fishermen what he had in mind for them.
 Jesus told Simon and the other fishermen to get in their boats and try fishing again where the water was deeper.

 You can imagine the grumbling and groaning as Peter and the others, who were tired from fishing all night and catching nothing, had to pick up their nets, load them in the boats, cast off and drop them again.
 Peter said, “Master, we worked all night! We caught nothing! But if you say so, I’ll try again.”

  I wonder if one of them muttered, “Who does this carpenter from Nazareth think he is? We’re professionals. What does a carpenter know about fishing?”
 Then, something amazing happens. The nets are so full of fish they are breaking! They can’t haul the nets in! They call for help from their partners on the shore.
 The more they pull on the nets, the more fish there are. The boats are sinking from so many fish.
 What would a boatload of fish mean to poor fishermen? It would mean food on the table for the family. It would help pay the bills. A lot of hungry people would feed on that enormous catch of fish. It might make the difference between a fishing business that’s barely getting by, and a business that prospers.
 The miraculous catch of fish makes a big difference in people’s lives.

 This is a miracle of abundance, God’s abundance. God’s power was present. In fishing!
 Peter realized that he was in the presence of the power of Lord. He knew this was a miracle. 
 So he fell on his knees, right in the middle of all the slimy fish, and blurted out in that Peter way of his, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”

 Peter is saying, “I’m not good enough for this. You are holy, and I’m not holy. ”

 What happens when we realize that God is so holy that we cannot stand in front of his holiness?  

We are like Peter when we pray before we receive communion, “We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy.”

 With Peter kneeling there in the bottom of the boat, knee deep in jumping fish, Jesus says to him, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you’ll be fishing for people!”

 And as soon as they landed, they dropped everything, and followed Jesus.

 What did Jesus see in these fishermen? He sees men who work hard for a living. He sees strength and persistence. He sees workers who take care of things, keeping their nets and equipment in good repair. He sees how hard they work to clean their catch, to either get it fresh to market, or dried and salted. Jesus sees people who work to provide for their families. He sees how many others depend on the fishing industry. In other words, Jesus sees willing workers, skilled workers, workers he can use. 
 And he calls them to turn their skills to fishing for people.

 The Lord wants to use what we have. Whatever we do, he can use for his Kingdom
 Are you good at child care? The Lord can use you. Are you good at fixing equipment? The Lord can use you. Are you good at organizing, or cooking, or writing, or finances? God can use that. Maybe your gift is praying, or singing, or encouraging people. God can use that. 
 Jesus doesn’t call us because we are brilliant, or qualified, or special, or educated, or important.
 The Lord has a purpose for our life that is way more interesting and exciting than anything we would come up with on our own.

 Jesus calls us just as we are, with the skills we’ve got. And then he multiplies what we give him.
 There is a spiritual principle at work here that goes like this: whatever we are naturally good at, whatever skill we have, if we give it to God for him to use, it will get used for his Kingdom. Our ordinary ability or talent will be multiplied by God. God can and does use our abilities for Kingdom work. 

 This happens best when we say, “OK, God, I can fish. Or I can cook for you. Or do child care for you.” 

 We read in Colossians 3, “Whatsoever you do, do it as unto the Lord.” 

 God has caught us in his net. God thinks we’re worth pulling into his Kingdom. We are not worthy, but God makes us worthy. To God, we are a pretty good catch. In fact, God wants more fish, just like us, in his net.
 The church is the net. Jesus calls us to do what he does: catch people. We are fishing for people, and the church is the net that has room for more.
  When you are baptised, you are made part of the family business of Jesus. And the family business of Jesus is fishing for people.
 Jesus says to us. “Don’t be afraid. This is what you will do from now on. Don’t be afraid to catch people for me. There is plenty of room in my net: the church.”
