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Sermon for Trinity 4
Romans 8:18-23   Ps 9:9-12   Luke 6:36-42
 It is easy to become a Christian. The Bible says at Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your lips and believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the dead, you will be saved.”

 Becoming a Christian is the easy part. Take the great step of faith in Jesus Christ, and it begins.

 Now comes the hard part. It is hard to live as a Christian. Jesus saves us. Then he asks us to do a lot of tough things. He throws a lot of challenges at us.
 Jesus commands us to love our neighbours. Do you have a neighbour that is hard to love? The person we refuse to love is our enemy, and Jesus commands us to love our enemy. 
 How can you love your enemy? Well, if every time you meet that person, if you act like you love him or her, after a while, you may find that your attitude changes. If you are kind to them a hundred times, in obedience to Jesus’ command, perhaps something will change between you.

 When Jesus says, “Love your neighbour as yourself,” he wants us to think about what things we like others to do for us, and then go ahead and do them for the other person.
 Being generous, for example. Do we like it when someone is generous to us? Of course we do. What would happen if we were generous to someone we don’t like?
 Loving your enemy is one area where being a Christian is not easy. Jesus says, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.” 

 God is merciful and generous, whether we deserve it or not. When we learn that this is what God is really like, things will change in us and around us.
 Jesus says, in today’s gospel, “Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Judge not, and you will not be judged.  Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
 Do this and we will be more like Christ.

 Christ loves the unlovable. He loves sinners. He loves us enough to die for us.
 That is really good news, because that means God loves you and me. And we are not perfect, are we?
 So, can we love the imperfect people around us?
 Let’s be honest, some people are a challenge to love, aren’t they? And if we are really honest, we will admit that we can be a challenge for others to love. 
 So, when Jesus says, “Be merciful. Don’t judge. Don’t condemn, but forgive,” he is asking us to be like him. He is shaping our lives to be more like his life. That’s the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.
 A key area of our Christian lives is forgiveness.
 Forgiving others isn’t just the right thing to do; it’s the only thing to do. If we want to live healthy lives, and to have honest caring relationships, we need to forgive.
 Jesus says, “Give and it will be given to you, good measure, pressed down, shaken together, overflowing, will be given into your lap. For the measure you give will be the measure you receive.”

 Where does Jesus get that picture of a measure being given? It’s from his village marketplace.

 If you went to buy some grain, you brought a basket or a bag. The generous grain seller pours grain in the bag, then presses it down to make more room.  Then he gives the bag a shake to settle it down to make more room. Then he pours more on top, until it is overflowing.

 That is the generous measure of God’s love. Give that generous measure to others, and you will receive as much.

 Then Jesus asks what happens if the blind lead the blind. They both fall in the ditch. If we follow someone who doesn’t know where to go, or makes foolish decisions, we will fall down with them.
 Leaders need clear vision, and teaching from a good teacher. Jesus says, “A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher.”   

 If Jesus teaches us, if we listen and obey him, we can become qualified teachers. We will become more like him. But be warned, it won’t get easier: we may suffer, too.
 Paul says in Romans 8, “If we suffer with him, we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing to the glory that is to be revealed to us.” There is no higher calling or position than to follow Christ. It leads to glory.
 Jesus then makes it clear that we need to see our own faults clearly, not just look at the faults of others. He asks, “Why do you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?”
 Have you ever seen anyone with a log in their eye? Imagine having a two-by-four across your face. And then telling people about a speck we can see in their eye. If we can’t see our own faults clearly, how can we criticize others? How can one sinner judge another sinner? How can the blind lead the blind?
  Jesus says, “First take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s eye.”
 If we want to set the world right, let’s start with ourselves. Otherwise we are heading for trouble, and causing trouble for our neighbour.
 The church really is called to show the way to others. But to do that we must be on the right path ourselves. 

 We are called to show the light of Christ to others. But to do that we must have his light in ourselves. 

 Jesus Christ wants make our lives more like his. He didn’t come just to make our lives a little bit better. Christianity is not just a self-improvement scheme. Christ calls us from living for ourselves, to a life of purpose and direction, God’s purpose and God’s direction.
 It is easy to become a Christian. We start by believing in Christ. Then God helps us with the tough parts.
