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Sermon for Pentecost

Acts 2:1-11   Psalm 68:7-10, or 125     John 14:15-27
  Have you ever been caught in a downpour of rain on a hot summer day? It’s kind of scary at first, even uncomfortable as you get soaked to the skin. But there comes a moment when you can’t get any wetter. You might even find yourself laughing at the whole thing, like children running through the lawn sprinkler. It’s kind of scary and exciting at the same time.
 Was it like that when the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost? If we had been there, would we have been scared at first, but then felt warmth and joy and excitement?
 If we were in the upper room that day in Jerusalem, first we’d hear and feel a mighty rushing wind fill the house. Imagine a gale force wind, or a jet engine, or the sound of Niagara Falls.  

 Then there are tongues of fire dancing over our heads. What’s going on here? It’s a lot like a forest fire that jumps from treetop to treetop, in what’s called a crown fire. But no one is burned! And then the flames of fire separate and come to rest on each of us. It’s the fire of the Holy Spirit, but the fire of the Holy Spirit doesn’t burn us. It fills us with warmth and joy. 
 Then, as Luke tells us in Acts, “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 
 Imagine Christians from all over the world being able to understand one another, no matter what language we speak. 
 Of course, there are always scoffers who say that God only acts in certain ways. Dancing tongues of fire, and speaking in tongues that others can understand, well, God doesn’t do that, they say.

 No wonder that some people scoffed and said, “They’re drunk!” So, Peter raised his voice and said, “We’re not drunk,” he said, “It’s only nine o’clock in the morning.”

 Peter carefully explained to the crowd, using the Scriptures to prove his points: “This is the Holy Spirit filling his people. The prophets told us long ago this would all happen, and when Jesus came, it fulfilled everything God told us before about the coming of the Messiah. He was crucified, but now He is risen.”
 The crowd asked Peter, “What should we do?”
 That’s a great question for any church anywhere. “What should we do? What’s the plan?”

 Peter’s answer is, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you, and your children, and for all who are far off, for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

 That includes us, too.
 People from every language and nation, young people, old people; everyone who calls on the name of the Lord receives the Holy Spirit. God pours out his Holy Spirit like a downpour of rain on a summer day. 

 It can be tricky to explain to someone about the Holy Spirit. It’s like describing the taste of coffee to someone who’s never had coffee. There’s only one way to find out.
 The difference between hearing about the Holy Spirit, and actually having an experience of the Holy Spirit, is like the difference between showing someone pictures of Banff National Park, and actually going there. 
 The Catechism says that the church is called Holy because the Holy Spirit dwells in it, “sanctifying all its members and endowing them with gifts of grace.”
 The catechism asks, “How did our Lord provide for the life and work of the church?” And the answer is, “Our Lord sent his Holy Spirit upon the church and upon his apostles.” 

  And of course we know that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, with the Father and the Son.
 Next Sunday is Trinity Sunday. It makes perfect sense to go from Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit, to Trinity Sunday, because God is Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit. These three are one.
 In today’s gospel, Jesus calls the Holy Spirit the Helper, or Comforter, or, Counsellor. The original word means “the one who comes alongside.” So, the Holy Spirit is God coming alongside us. 
 Jesus in today’s gospel makes it clear that the world doesn’t know or see or understand the Holy Spirit. Those who reject Jesus are simply blind to the Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit is only known by those who know and love and obey Jesus. Jesus and the Holy Spirit are too closely connected for it to be otherwise.
 Jesus promised, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever. The Helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of everything I said to you.” He goes on to say, “Peace I leave you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and don’t be afraid.”
 By “peace” Jesus doesn’t just mean a friendly greeting, or just a good feeling like looking at a sunset. By “peace” Jesus means the fullness of life with God. The original word in Hebrew is “Shalom.” (pronounced Shah-loam.)
 Paul calls it “the peace that passes all understanding.”

 So, do you need peace from God? Do you need refreshing, like a shower of rain? Does the church need a fresh wind, a fresh fire?

 It’s been said that the church is the fireplace, and the Holy Spirit is the fire. Let’s ask God to make that fire burn!
 Let’s end in prayer: “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and kindle in us the fire of your love. Send forth Your Spirit and we shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the earth. O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that by the same Spirit, we may be truly wise and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

