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Sermon for Trinity 6
Rom. 6:3-11      Ps 90:14-18    Luke 6:27-36
 One thing we know about swimming in a northern lake in the summer: when you first get in the water, it is cold!

 The best way to swim in a cold lake is to jump in as fast as you can. Trying to go in slowly just makes it worse.
 Plunging into that cold water, then coming up again is a lot like our baptism. It’s like dying and rising.
 Most of us don’t remember our baptism, if we were baptised as babies. If we were baptised when we were older, we remember the special church service, the pouring of the water, and the sense that this is a great moment. But it means much more than just a great day in your own life.
 Baptism in water is about dying and rising. Baptism joins us to Christ’s death and rising from the dead. 
 Baptism is about leaving our old life behind and starting a new life in Christ. Just as Christ died, and was raised to live a new way in the resurrection, that happens to us.
 Think of baptism this way: it’s like leaving one country behind, and moving to another one. 

 In the Bible, the most famous move from one country to another was the Exodus, the people of God moving from slavery in Egypt, to the promised land of Israel. 

 God set them free from their slavery in Egypt to start a new life. They passed through the Red Sea on dry land to escape Pharaoh’s army. They came out on the other side, and then watched as God destroyed their enemy. 

 God’s people were free. In the Exodus, God moved them from a land of slavery to a land of freedom.
 Baptism is like that: we leave one country, where we were slaves to sin, and God moves us to a new country, called the kingdom of God, ruled by the King, Jesus Christ.

 Once, we were under a bad ruler, named Sin. Now we are under a new ruler, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

 This move from one ruler to another is such a big move that it is like dying and then rising to a new life. 

 The Bible tells us that all people once lived under the rule of sin. Who liberates us from this bad ruler? It is Jesus Christ. He died on the cross to liberate us, to set the captives free. Then he rose from the dead to establish his new rule, his new life, his new kingdom that replaces the old kingdom of sin and death.
 Baptism is the sacrament that pulls all this together. What we see in church is a baby or a grown-up being baptised in water in the font, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

 That’s what we see in church. But what is God doing in baptism? Paul says this in Romans 6:
 “All of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death. Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death. So, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”
 To put it in a nutshell, baptism is the sign that what happened to Jesus will happen to believers in Jesus. As he died, so we die. As he was raised from the dead, so we shall be raised from the dead.
 Jesus Christ physically died on the cross, and then after his death, he was raised by God’s glorious life-giving power.

 Jesus was raised from the grave with a new kind of body. The new body can’t die again.
 That is why Christians don’t believe in re-incarnation, the idea that we live and die, over and over. 

 The Bible says, “It is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.” That’s at Hebrews 9:27. 
 After he died and rose, Christ lives forever. He is alive now, and he is with us now in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 So, is there a difference between what happened to Jesus, and what happens to us after we die? The answer is right there in today’s lesson from Romans 6:
 “We died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the father, now we also may live new lives.”

 Many people ask, what will happen to us after we die?
 The answer to that question is: the same as happened to Jesus, only with a different time frame.
 Paul say at Romans 8: 11, “The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.”
 So, one day we will be raised from death. Baptism is the outward sign of what God is doing, and will do in us. 

 Some people might think that baptism is a free ticket to heaven. It doesn’t work that way.

 We can’t be baptised and never live the Christian life. That would be like getting married, but never living with your husband or wife after your wedding day.

What happens after we are baptised is just as important as our baptism itself. Just as marriage means commitment, so does baptism. It is our covenant with God.
 Remember, we live in a new country now; not the old country where we were slaves of sin and death, but the new country of life and peace under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. We are no longer slaves or hostages to sin. So, live the new life! Don’t let sin tell you how to live!

 If we go back to the old sin-ruled life, God may have to rescue us again from our captivity. When we live as baptised people, we live as liberated people, living in the real freedom that Christ gives. We are dead to sin, and alive to Christ.
 When we go swimming in that cold northern lake, jumping underwater with our eyes closed, it’s dark and scary. When we come up, into the sunshine, with our eyes now open, the light is so bright.

 The new life in Christ is like that. Sin gets drowned in the water of baptism. Now, we are new people in Christ.
