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Sermon for Trinity 8
Romans 8:12-17    Psalm 48:13-15   Matthew 7:15-21
 Jesus says, “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits.”
 If I were a wolf, how would I get close to the sheep? I’d dress like a sheep, but I would not show my claws and my sharp teeth. I’d still be a wolf inside, who likes nothing better than to rip sheep apart. But on the outside, I’d look like a sheep, I’d talk like a sheep, and I’d act like a sheep. What a great way to get lamb for supper tonight!
 Jesus warns us about false prophets disguised as harmless sheep, but who are really vicious wolves.
 In Old Testament times, there were many false prophets. It was true in Jesus’ time. It is true in our time.

 A false prophet is someone who claims to be speaking God’s word, but it’s not from God, and it doesn’t line up with the whole Bible.
 For instance, nowadays, there is a big movement in which some preachers say God wants to make us rich financially. They use a few Bible verses to suggest that if you do such and such, God will send money to you. Just believe, and it will happen.
 It is true that some Bible verses might be used to support this. But what else does the Bible say? Words and verses need to be compared with each other to get the full story. A Bible study on the word “wealth” would be revealing.
 Of course, there’s some truth in the idea that riches are a blessing from God. But there is much more to be said.
 For instance, is it true that if you are poor, God is not blessing you? Is it as simple as “Just have more faith, and you will have more money”?
 When we read the whole Bible, we find that the rich have some very tough things said to them. And alongside that, the Bible has a lot to say about poverty and suffering.
 We heard in our lesson from Romans 8:17, “Together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share in his suffering.”
 When we read the whole Bible, especially when we have a deep understanding of the cross of Christ, we will find that money and material goods are only a small part of the ways God blesses us. Other things are more important.
 In fact, following Christ may lead to suffering, and even poverty. Rather than seeking to have more things, we may seek to have less. Rather than seeking comfort, we may go where the need is greatest.
 God puts his people where we’re needed most, with the poor and lonely, in hospitals and nursing homes, in addictions centers and prisons. That’s where the church offers its gifts.

 For Christians, wealth may distract us from our mission. Jesus sent out his disciples on mission carrying next to nothing. That way, they learned to rely completely on God.
 Jesus says, as he sends his followers out, “Behold, I send you out as sheep among wolves.” Jesus wants us to be fully aware of the dangers we face. Beware of false prophets.
 When Jesus says of false prophets, “You shall know them by their fruits,” he means that Christian character matters more than words alone, and how people look and sound. 
 At John 10, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd sacrifices his life for the sheep. A hired hand will run when he sees the wolf coming. He will abandon the sheep because they don’t belong to him. And so the wolf attacks and scatters the flock. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.” A false prophet is like a hired hand that doesn’t care for the flock.

 False prophets are like counterfeit money. It looks like the real thing. How can you tell if money is counterfeit? By knowing the real thing very, very well. Bank employees are trained to spot the tell-tale signs of counterfeit money by knowing real money very, very well.
 That’s part of our training. We need to be trained to spot a fake, by knowing the real thing very, very well. Know your Bible. Read the whole Bible. Let it nourish your life. Let God speak to you. Let the Holy Spirit guide you. And then you can spot a fake when you see one.
 In our gospel, Jesus says some things about bad fruit and good fruit. A bad tree gives bad fruit. A sick tree gets cut down.  Thorn bushes don’t give grapes. Thistles don’t grow figs. Good roots lead to good fruits.
 Christian character matters more than talent, or knowledge, or ability, or wealth. God’s character forms our character.
 The preacher or prophet’s walk with Christ is essential to a solid Christian message. That’s not to say that only perfect people are allowed to preach, or we would have no preachers at all.
 Jesus says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.” Using words like ‘Lord’ and ‘Jesus’ as religious passwords won’t cut it.   Doing God’s will matters more than mere words.
 So what will be the good fruit? What are the long term results of hearing and living the gospel?
  Here are five things we will see in a church where people are hearing and obeying God’s word in their lives. Here are five fruits of revival:
 First, Jesus Christ is held up as the Son of God. Not just a teacher or good example. One fruit of revival is holding up Jesus as Lord.
 Second, hearing the real gospel leads us to turn from corruption and lusts, to faithful and costly obedience.

 Third, true preaching will increase our devotion and respect for God’s word in the Bible. 

 Fourth, the true prophet and preacher hold up God’s truth as truth, and sticks to what is revealed by God.
 Fifth, and finally, the fruit of revival is seen in the church which has genuine love for others.
 Jesus gets the last word: “Those who do the will of my Father shall enter the Kingdom of heaven.”
