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Sermon for Trinity 17 

Ephesians 4:1-6    Psalm 131   Luke 14.1-11
 “Lead a life worthy of your calling.”

 Paul has just got up from his knees, from the cold stone floor of his jail cell. He has just prayed these words:

 “Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God, from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus.”

 That doxology may be familiar from the end of the communion service in the Book of Alternative Services. Did you know it’s from Ephesians, chapter 3?

 Having prayed for the church, Paul got up from his knees in his jail cell, and sat down again at the rough table where his pen and ink lay with his scroll of paper.
 He was about halfway though writing his lengthy letter to the Ephesian church. He has told them with passion and insight about the part the church plays in God’s plan of salvation for the world though Jesus Christ. His heart is full of joy, and his mind is full of insights into God’s plan.
 One thing about being in prison: there is plenty of time to think.

 Paul thought long and hard about God’s call to the church. He wrote earlier that we, the church, are “fellow citizens with the saints, members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone. In Him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.” 
 Paul is talking about us. We are God’s temple, God’s dwelling place.
 So when Paul turns his thoughts from what Christ has done for us the church on the cross, he writes about God’s call to the church, and how we walk.

 Paul does this a lot: first, he tells us about Jesus Christ, then about who we are, and then what we should do.

 In the church we have a habit of acting, then thinking and then afterwards we pray. Oops, wrong way around!
 Pray first, and then think about God, then about what to do. In technical language, we do worship and we do theology before we do ethics.
 So, after praying on his knees on the stone floor of his cell, Paul picks up his pen, dips it into his inkwell, and writes,
 “I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

 Many churches have Bible verses posted on their walls, on posters or on hangings, where everyone can see them.

 How about this one: “Lead a life worthy of your calling.”

 A life worthy of our calling from God needs humility, gentleness, patience, caring for others, and God’s peace to bind us together. It’s a tall order, but God helps us with huge helpings of grace.
 When did God call us? Many times in many ways. But, for sure, God called each of us at our baptism. God made a promise to us, a covenant, which God will not break. God calls us His own. So, “lead a life worthy of your calling.”

 A big part of our calling is to be part of Christ’s body, the church. The body won’t work if it is not in harmony, just like our own bodies work badly if, say, a leg is broken.
 If you’ve ever broken a bone, you find out how much you need that part of your body. The church needs all of its parts to work together. That’s called unity.
 Paul knew that the body of Christ is made of “all sorts and conditions” of people. Church members are like the stuff on tables at garage sales: all sorts and conditions.
 So, how do we work together? There’s only one way: to have Christ at the center. Christ IS our unity.
 The very next things Paul wrote down in his prison cell are the seven marks of unity in the church. Paul wrote:
 “There is one body and one Spirit,

   There is one hope in God’s call to us,

   One Lord, one faith, one baptism,

   One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in all.”
 The baptism service of the Book of Alternative Services uses Paul’s words. Baptism is a good time to hear them.
 Paul uses the word “one’ seven times, once for each mark of unity. Let’s go over all seven marks of unity:
 #1, we are one body, the body of Christ. There aren’t two or three bodies of Christ, just one, one Church.
 #2, we are given one Spirit, the Holy Spirit. Not two spirits, or a dozen spirits, but one Holy Spirit. 

 #3, one hope in God’s call to us means we are marching to a single goal: eternal life in Christ. We don’t have separate hopes, but one single hope we all share.
 #4, the one Lord over the church is Jesus Christ. Everyone else comes after Jesus. Sure, the church has leaders. But only one Lord.
 #5, the “one faith” is easily seen in the Nicene Creed and the Apostles Creed. You know the saying, “stay on the same page”? The Creed is the one page we stay on, the one set of beliefs we all have.
 #6, one baptism means a second baptism can’t replace the first one. And there is only way to baptise: with water, and in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. There’s only one baptism.

 #7, one God and Father of all simply means we can’t have two gods. No matter what anyone says, there is only one God. No other gods can apply for the job. It’s taken.
 Paul is passionate about the church, and our calling to be God’s church in the world. We are part of God’s master plan. So, let’s lead a life worthy of our calling.

