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Sermon for Trinity 19
Ephesians 4:17-32    Psalm 103:1-5   Matthew 9:1-8

 Do you ever watch detective shows on TV, or read them? 
 A detective story is called a “Who-dun-it.” Sometimes you know right away who-dun-it. Sometimes you guess half way through who did the crime. And other times, you don’t find out until the end.

 The way some stories are told, the reader already knows who-dun-it, but no one in the story seems to know.
 That’s exactly how the gospels work.
 We are told, near the beginning of each gospel, who Jesus is. We know, right from the start. The gospel writers just go ahead and tell us who Jesus is: the Son of God, the Messiah. The gospels all have a spoiler alert at the start.

 But the people around Jesus mostly don’t know, or can’t understand. They just don’t get it, until much, much later.
 For instance, to the people around him, one of the more confusing things Jesus did was to forgive people’s sins.

 That might not sound confusing to us. We knew that. After all, didn’t Jesus die on the cross for our sins? 
 But what about before he died on the cross? How did 
He forgive sins before that? Well, he just did it.
 Suppose you walked up to someone you’d never seen before, and said, “I forgive your sins.” Actually, it would be kind of weird. They might say, “What do you mean YOU forgive ME? You don’t know me, and you certainly don’t know what my sins are. Who said you could forgive my sins? Who do you think you are?”

 So, when Jesus says to someone, “Your sins are forgiven,” who does Jesus think he is? And what did people think?
 To answer that, let’s go back and look at what was happening just before today’s gospel story of the healing of the paralysed man.
 Just before this healing, Jesus had been over in pagan territory, across the Sea of Galilee. On the way there, Jesus fell asleep in the boat, and a storm blew up. It was pretty rough. The boat was getting swamped. 
 They woke Jesus up.  He looked at their frightened faces. He said, “Why are you afraid, O ye of little faith?”
 Then, he rebuked the storm, and it stopped. And they came to shore in a great calm. Wow.
 They said, “Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” Isn’t that exactly what we would say?
 Once they landed over in Gentile territory, Jesus was met by some men possessed by demons, who lived in a grave yard. Other people were afraid of them.
 How about you? Would you want to meet demon possessed people in the local graveyard? I thought so.
 But that didn’t bother Jesus any more than the storm on Galilee did. He just rebuked the demons, the same as he did the storm. He cast the demons out of the man, put them in some pigs, and drowned them in the sea.
 Now the local people were really scared of Jesus, and begged him to leave the district. You can’t blame them.
They were asking the same question as the disciples in the boat, after Jesus told the storm to quit: “Who is this?”
 Then Jesus got back in Peter’s boat, and they sailed back across the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum. 
 When he got ashore, as we heard in today’s gospel, some people carried a paralysed man to him, and set him down on the ground at his feet. Jesus has never met him before.
 Do you remember another time when they let a paralysed man down through a roof with ropes, right at Jesus’ feet? It was plain that they expected Jesus to heal the paralytic. Jesus saw their faith, but then he said something odd.
 Instead of healing the man’s paralysis, he said to him, “Take heart, my son, your sins are forgiven.” Then he healed him.
 What’s forgiveness got to do with paralysis? And who does Jesus think he is, forgiving someone’s sins? He doesn’t even know the man. That got a reaction.
 Today’s gospel tells us that when Jesus forgave the paralysed man, “Some of the teachers of religious law said to themselves, “That’s blasphemy! Does he think he’s God?” They are actually asking the right question.
 If we were there, would we get it? If we saw someone command a storm to stop, cast out demons, make a paralysed man walk, and forgive people their sins, would we add up the clues? Would we guess who Jesus really is? 
 As Jesus is about to heal the man, he asks, “Is it easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand up and walk’? So I will prove to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the paralysed man and said, ‘”Stand up, pick up your mat, and walk.” And the man got up and walked home.

 The crowd was amazed, and glorified God. But they still didn’t understand who Jesus really is, the Son of God.
 The wonderful thing is, because we have heard the gospel, you and I have all the clues we need to answer the question, “Who is Jesus?” He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He has authority to forgive, and authority to heal.
 So, today I ask you, do you know him? Do you know who Jesus is?
 Do you know him as your forgiver and healer?
 Do you know him as the Son of God born of Mary, and as the man who died on the cross because he loves you?

 Do you know Jesus as the Lord of life who defeated death and the grave? Do you know that he reigns in heaven until he comes again? 
 Do you know Jesus present in power right now by his Holy Spirit?
 Do you know Jesus as your Lord and your God?
