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Sermon for Trinity 24
Colossians 1:3-12       Psalm 147:12-15     Matthew 9:18-26
 If you have a cell phone, then you know what a pop-up ad is. There was one that said, “Don’t go viral, get the flu shot.” Flu shots are a good idea. We don’t want to “go viral.”
 “Go viral” nowadays also means “spread like wildfire,” like a really funny joke, or a cute cat video on Facebook or Instagram.
 In the early church, the gospel went viral. Our epistle says, “The good news which came to you is going out all over the world.”

 But “going viral” still basically means germs spreading quickly from person to person. Something going viral means an epidemic.
 In ancient Israel, it wasn’t just physical sickness or germs that went viral. Other conditions spread from one person to another.
 The word used in the Bible is “unclean.”
 Certain conditions made you “unclean,” unholy, or impure. Until you were cured of the condition, you had to stay away from people.   
 An example is leprosy, meaning various skin conditions. Unless it was healed, you had to stay away from the rest of society for life.  And that’s why being healed of leprosy was so wonderful. You could go back to your family, your job, and your church.
 Another way to become unclean was by touching a dead body. If you touched a corpse you were unclean for a time.
 Then there were the kosher food laws, still used by orthodox Jews. Certain foods were unclean, like pork.
 Here’s another taboo: women were considered unclean during their monthly period and after childbirth. Some cultures still maintain this.
 Perhaps it all sounds primitive to us. But, then as now, a new born baby and mother ARE vulnerable right after birth. What about a virus that is going around? Someone with a viral infection SHOULD stay home from work.
 Every culture has its rules about hygiene and purity and who should be isolated. It is not always scientific. 

 We can scoff at the Bible’s laws about clean and unclean, but the principle still stands today. We try to protect ourselves and others from conditions that can go viral.
 Jesus understood perfectly well all the rules about clean and unclean found in the Old Testament. That’s what makes today’s gospel story of two healings so amazing.
 Jesus knew exactly what he was dealing with. Touching a dead body? No problem for Jesus. A woman with chronic bleeding, and therefore unclean? Jesus heals her body. He also heals her life.
 That’s because Jesus heals whole lives. Salvation is for our whole life, not just the soul, and not just the body.
 God has made us complex beings. God doesn’t divide us up into soul and body, or mind and body. That’s our own thinking.

 We are physical, emotional, social, and spiritual creatures of God, and all of that is mixed up together in us. One affects the other.
  This is why healing matters so much. If your bad knee or your bad eye keeps you from work and church, well, it’s more than a physical condition, isn’t it? It affects your whole life.
 If the healing of your physical condition also means you can rejoin your family, go back to your job, and resume a normal life, then God’s power does a great deal. God saves all of us, not just one part.
 So, who is unclean or impure nowadays?  Think of someone who’s been in prison, who has done time for their crime. We often see ex-prisoners as tainted people. What does re-entry into normal life look like? Or, what about someone who has been bankrupt? Do we ever see them the same way again? 

 How about divorce? We don’t see divorce nearly as darkly as before. But before now, there was a lot of social stigma about it.
 So, we have not entirely escaped the idea of unclean, have we? We don’t need to worry about ritual impurity, such as touching a dead body, but we do sense that someone can be morally unclean. 

 By the way, we Christians are not required to obey the Old Testament Laws about clean and unclean, around food or disease. We are not required to obey the ritual laws around sacrifice, since Jesus’ perfect sacrifice of himself does away with sacrifices for sin, once and for all. 

 We Christians are, however, required to obey God’s moral law. The Ten Commandments are not repealed. They’re still in force.
 Let’s go back to what Jesus does about all this. When Jesus is asked by a desperate ruler to come and lay his hand on his dead daughter and make her live again, not only does Jesus do it without hesitating, he ignores the rules about touching a dead body.
 He goes to the man’s house, and tells the noisy mourners to go outside. He tells them, “The girl is not dead, but sleeping.” They laughed at him. Once he got rid of the crowd, Jesus took the girl by the hand and raised her up from death. 

 Let’s remember what Jesus said about the Kingdom of God: “The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.” That is Jesus’ agenda for the Kingdom of God.
 People around him saw that, and wanted Jesus’ power to heal to save their lives. One unclean woman in the crowd wanted that.
 While Jesus was on the way to the ruler’s house to heal his daughter, a woman who had been bleeding for 12 years came close enough to touch his garment. She said to herself, “If I could just touch his garment, I will be healed.” What faith she had!
 She thought she could do it without being noticed, but Jesus does notice. After she touched his garment, Jesus turned, saw her and said, “Take heart, daughter, your faith has made you well.” And she was made well from that hour. She was no longer unclean.
 She wasn’t only healed of a physical condition. She could now return to so many things from which she had been excluded. This daughter of Israel is like the daughter of the ruler. Both are saved.
 Our Lord knows about all the things that keep us from being healed and free people. He knows and cares about the very things that embarrass or even shame us. The Lord knows about our physical problems. He knows about our emotional and social and family issues. He knows all about our spiritual issues. He knows more about us than we know ourselves. His power can heal us.
 Our Lord loves us. We may think we go unnoticed, unheard, even shunned. Jesus sees us, and loves us. He is there when we think a situation is hopeless. They saw a dead girl. Jesus said, “The girl is not dead, but sleeping.” They laughed at him, but the Lord’s power raised her from death. Nothing is impossible for God.
 We may be going through life with something that makes us lonely, even in a crowd. We may have a chronic condition we hide from others. Our Lord knows all about it, and he turns to us when we call. Like the woman in the crowd, we reach out to touch the hem of his garment. Then his power makes us well.
 Jesus crosses the lines between clean and unclean, between healthy and deadly. He saves our whole lives, not just pieces of our life. It is no wonder that the gospel went “viral” from the start.
 Do we need to reach out in faith and touch Jesus? We are told at Hebrews 4:16, “Let us come boldly before the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

 So, let’s come boldly to Jesus. And hear Jesus say to us, “Your faith has saved you.”
