PAGE  
4

St. Mary Magdalene
Acts 13:27-31    Psalm 30:1-5   John 20:11-18

 Today we remember Saint Mary Magdalene. 

 She is a key figure in Jesus’ ministry, death, and burial. As we heard in the gospel reading, Mary Magdalene was the first person to meet the risen Lord Jesus Christ, outside the empty tomb.

 She didn’t recognize him at first. She thought he was the gardener, and she asked where the missing body was.
 But then Jesus spoke her name, “Mary.”

 She turned around. The voice was unmistakable. How many times before had he spoken her name? 
 Mary said to Jesus, “My teacher!”

 She called him Teacher because she was a disciple, a student, a close follower of Jesus. 
 Jesus told her to go tell the others about him. She immediately went and told them, “I have seen the Lord.”
 Her eyewitness account of the risen Lord gave them new hope, the Easter hope. Then, after Mary Magdalene, the others began to meet the risen Lord. That made Mary Magdalene the first evangelist of the good news of Easter.
 When Jesus died on the cross, the church looked defeated. Now, the church is alive because Jesus Christ is alive. Now Christians can say with Mary Magdalene, “I have seen the Lord.”
 Let’s run through what we know about Mary Magdalene:

 She is called Mary Magdalene because she is from a town on the Sea of Galilee named Magdala.
  She became an early follower and disciple of Jesus during his ministry in Galilee. This is because like so many others, she was healed by Jesus.
 In Galilee, according to Luke 8, “The twelve were with Jesus, as well as some women, who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out of their own resources.”

 Mary Magdalene had seven demons. We aren’t told what happened, but we can guess that her life was terrible before she met Jesus. Then she was set free. And we know that she began to follow him, all over Galilee, supporting Jesus and the apostles. She went to Jerusalem. She saw him die. And she saw him alive again in that garden on Easter morning.

 There were other women followers of Jesus.  We know that it was unusual for women to leave home to travel as disciples of a Rabbi like Jesus.

 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna, and other women had left their traditional roles in their families, because they had been healed in some way by Jesus.
 Mary Magdalene was one of several important female disciples. Some are named, others are not.
 Joanna was the wife of King Herod’s top manager. She lived in a place of power and luxury, Herod’s palace.

 Why would Joanna leave the royal palace to follow a teacher named Jesus around Galilee, and provide for him out of her own wealth? A rich woman of influence chose a risky life beside a travelling preacher and healer. 

 Why would someone deprive herself of a comfortable life to follow Jesus? It is the same question we could ask about the rich tax collectors. Yet some of them left their money making business to follow Jesus.

 The women close to Jesus stuck with him through thick and thin.

 When Jesus got to Jerusalem, they were “the women who followed him from Galilee.”

 When the apostles fled from the cross, all of them men, the women stayed while Jesus died.

 The women took him down from the cross, prepared him for burial, and laid him in a tomb. On Easter morning they came back to the tomb despite their grief and fear.

 Then, as we heard in today’s gospel, Mary Magdalene is the first person ever to meet the risen Lord. She is the first person to say to others, “I have seen the Lord.”

 Women were significant in Jesus’ ministry, and women were important in the church after Easter and beyond.

 Jesus gives such deep respect and care to women. 
 Other women, as we know from the gospels, were healed of disease. Or their children were healed. Some women left a bad lifestyle because of Jesus. 

 What they all found is that Jesus didn’t overlook them because they were women. Instead he welcomed them. He placed women among his closest disciples. He taught them the same way he taught the men. He stood up for them when others wanted to leave them out or hurt them.
 Mary Magdalene was one the closest of these followers, and she is mentioned often in the gospels. She was well known among the disciples in the early days of the church.
 By the way, let’s make sure we don’t confuse Mary of Magdala with another woman who was described as “a sinful woman,” who met Jesus, received forgiveness, and anointed his feet. That woman, too, followed Jesus.
 God chooses women, men, children, and people of all sorts and conditions, to be his followers.

 Another Mary, a girl from Nazareth, was chosen by God to be Jesus’ mother. How did God choose her?

 God chose lowly shepherds to reveal the news of Jesus’ birth. How did God choose them?
 God chose a sworn enemy of the church named Paul to become a great evangelist. How did God choose Paul?
 God chooses unlikely, overlooked, and hurting people to follow him and spread his gospel, women and men.
 That means God has chosen us. We are chosen by God to know Jesus Christ, live as his followers, and along with Mary Magdalene, say, “I have seen the Lord.”
