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Sermon for Harvest Thanksgiving
Deuteronomy 8:6-1/Ps. 92:1-4/I Tim. 2:1-8/Luke 17:11-19
  Martin Luther was once asked to define worship. He said, “The tenth leper turning back.”

 When we give thanks to God, we worship God. 

 To say “Thank you, Lord,” is to know the source of our blessings. We are in a relationship with the giver. 
 Gratitude for blessings is at the heart of our faith.  It’s been called the “attitude of gratitude.”
 It’s healthy for our souls. The opposite is deadly.
 We live in a consumer culture that urges us every day to want more and more. That is more dangerous to our souls than we care to admit. Thanksgiving to God is one of the strong antidotes to this poison of consuming.
 Someone said a while ago that we are no longer called citizens but consumers. Buying things is an obsession in our culture. It’s been called the “squirrel cage,” the kind of thing that spins even harder when we try to run. But it never takes us anywhere.
 Some people are content with less. Some people choose to live simply. If that is true, why are poor people are looked down on? Because to live on less can look like we not trying hard enough. But ask yourself, “Does owning more and more things actually make me happier?”

 We all suspect the answer is “No.” Yet we buy things we don’t actually need. In some towns, it looks as though there’s a garage sale every weekend, as long as there isn’t a blizzard. What are they selling? The things they bought at the store in the first place. 
 But now what was so necessary is an extra to be sold off, at a loss. Why buy them all in the first place? 
 When do we say, “Enough is enough”? The Bible says, “There is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.”  (I Timothy 6)
 Today we put “Thanksgiving” to God front and centre. What is the opposite of thanksgiving and contentment? It is grumbling. Discontent with what we have spoils our gratitude. It’s like being served a beautiful turkey dinner, and complaining about the cranberry sauce.
 So, let’s look at the attitude of gratitude a different way. 
 Think of the things we grumble about as ways to thank God. Here’s what we might say in our prayers, with an attitude of gratitude:

 “I am grateful for my large heating bill, because it means I am warm.

 “I am grateful for a lawn to mow, a sidewalk to shovel, and windows to wash, because it means I have a home to live in.

 “I am thankful I can pay taxes, because it means I have an income.

 “I am thankful for my phone bill, because it means that I can talk to loved ones far away. 

 “I am thankful for the grocery bill at the store, because it means that I have enough to eat.”
 You get the idea? Thanksgiving is the antidote to grumbling.
 When we give thanks, we realize we do have enough. We might even notice that in some things, we have a surplus. 

 If we give thanks for the food on our table, the clothes on our backs and the roof over our heads, then we aren’t distracted by our own grumbling.

 We might even enjoy what we have! “If we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.”
 If we ever had a hard time making ends meet, then when times are better, and we have more than enough, then it is time to give even more thanks back to God.
 Our reading today from the book of Deuteronomy tells us that. Moses is telling Israel, before they enter the Promised Land, that they are about to have things good. They have been living in the desert for forty years.
 God has supplied their daily needs for forty years. The manna from heaven for bread, the quails for food, water from the rock: all their basic needs were met. 
 Now, as they are about to go into the Promised Land, and life becomes much easier for them, danger lurks.
 The people of God will be tempted in the good times to forget that God gave them their daily bread.

 In his sermon to Israel in Deuteronomy 8 Moses says, “Remember how the Lord your God led you through the wilderness these 40 years, humbling you and testing you to prove your character, and to find out whether you would obey his commands. Yes, he humbled you by letting you go hungry, and then feeding you with manna…He did it to teach you that people do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.”

 Then, in the lesson we just heard today, Moses says, 

 “The Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, of flowing streams and pools of water.” 
  I’ll bet that sounded good to people who had just lived most of their lives thirsty in the desert!

 Moses goes on, “It is a land of wheat and barley, grapevines, fig trees and pomegranates, of olive oil and honey.” Sounds like a healthy Mediterranean diet!
 Moses says, “It is a land where food is plentiful and nothing is lacking. 

 “When you have eaten your fill, be sure to praise the Lord your God for the good life he has given you.”

 Now comes Moses’ warning, to people who are about to have things pretty good:
 “That is the time to be careful! Beware that in your plenty you do not forget the Lord your God and disobey his commands….For when you have become full and prosperous, and have built fine homes to live in, and when your flocks and herds have become very large, and your silver and gold have multiplied along with everything else, be careful!”

 When they have a better standard of living, that’s where the danger lurks. Especially then!
 Moses finally says, “God did all this so you would never say to yourself, ‘I got this wealth with my own strength and energy.’ Remember the Lord your God. He is the one who gives you power to be successful, in order to fulfil his covenant.”
 Moses’ sermon on gratitude is as timely today as it was 3000 years ago. Being grateful to God will never go out of style.
 Who gets the credit if things go well? Who do we thank for the food on our table?
 The attitude of gratitude is one of the key ingredients in staying faithful to God.

 It remains true that we learn far more about real life before God in times of hardship than we do from the easy times in our lives.

 The most important values are learned when we have less. Let’s make sure we live out those values when we have more. 

 Have a happy Thanksgiving! And give God all the credit!
