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Sermon for Canada Day       Collect, p. 281, or p. 278 #2.
I Peter 2:11-17      Ps 72:8-11      Matthew 22:16-22

 When we sing “O Canada,” we are praying, too.
 We pray, “God keep our land, glorious and free…”

 How will that happen? How will Canada stay glorious and free? What kind of glory are we thinking about? What kind of freedom?

 It is good for us to think about these things today, on our national holiday, Canada Day. Each Canada day is the anniversary of the founding of Canada.

 If Canada is to be glorious and free, our glory and freedom is not likely to come from us being more powerful than other nations. We are not that big in numbers, and we are not that powerful, are we?
 Our glory and freedom is more likely to come from Canada taking our place in the family of nations on earth under God.
 Our glory and freedom will come from our service to others, from our sense of fair play, and our generosity to those in need.

 Canada is free and glorious when we serve our country under God’s authority.
 Did you know that our nation’s motto, “From sea to sea,” comes from Psalm 72, verse 8? The verse reads, “He shall have dominion from sea to sea.”

  Our motto, “from sea to sea,” is a reminder that we live on this one planet, that across the sea are other nations.

 Not just Canada, but every nation, is under God’s dominion and authority, whether people know it or not.

 God’s authority calls for justice and peace. 

 Many have said that Canada came of age as a nation by fighting with our allies in two world wars. And it is fair to say that we matured even more as a nation, when we led the way in the 1960’s, to become peacekeepers in the world’s trouble spots. 

 That was under Prime Minister Lester Pearson, who was given the Nobel Peace Prize for leading the effort in the United Nations to create “peacekeepers.”

 In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus says, “Blessed are the peacemakers.” 

 Canadians, for the most part, don’t believe that might make right. When we serve the human family as peacekeepers and peacemakers, we serve the common good. There lies true freedom and true glory for our land.
 The apostle Peter in his letter says, “I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims…Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.” 
 What Peter is saying is that when we live under God’s authority, as free people, we don’t just indulge ourselves in the crazy pursuit of pleasure, but instead live as servants. We serve the common good, under God.

 God puts everyone in a land to serve that land, whether it is Canada, or another country. We are commanded by God to live honourably, upholding good government, looking out for our neighbours.
 Peter calls us “strangers and pilgrims.” That is his way of saying, “you are citizens of heaven.” We walk on earth as pilgrims. Our stay here is temporary. Canada is a good place to live, but it is not our final destination.
 Finally, as we hear Jesus say, “Render unto Caesar that which is Caesar’s, and to God that which is God’s,” we can hear our Lord telling us to serve our country in honourable, just and honest ways.
 We always remember that God is supreme. Caesar, or another ruler, or government itself is not supreme. For us, Caesar is not Lord. Jesus is Lord.

 So, when we give to God what is God’s, well, everything belongs to God, doesn’t it?
 The glorious and free Canada we pray for will honour God if we citizens give our first loyalty to God.
 Happy Canada Day!
